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Studies in Archaeological history of the Deh Loran Plain,
University of Michigan (1974)

“Chronologies in the Iranian Neolithic”,Oxford(1987)

“The cemetery of Susa‘an interpretation”The Metropolitan
Museum of Arts(1992)
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“Rabies and Rabid Dogs in the Akkadian Literature”2001
“Lugalanda,s Economic Reform in the House of Lady in
Girsu"2001
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This paper proposes to review the contributions of
the Near Eastern evidence to the discussion of the
architectural background of that intriguing Cypriot
palace. At the same time, it aims to draw attention to
the possibility that Near Eastern elements combine at
Vouni with local architectural features in a conscious
creation of a composite palace style—a style that was
meant to be at once distinctly Cypriot in character and in
keeping with the spirit of internationalism set by
contemporary Achaemenid architectural expressions.



Abstract of papers presented 1 57

Antigoni Lournatzi

ANTIGONI ZOURNATZI is a Researcher at the
Research Centre for Greek and Roman Antiquity of
‘the National Hellenic Research Foundation
(Athens, Greece). She has received a B.A. from
Harvard-Radcliffe Colleges and a Ph.D. in Near
Eastern Studies from the University of California at
Berkeley, and has taught as an Associate Senior
Lecturer at the Université Lyon II (France) and as
an Assistant Professor at the University of Thessaly
(Greece). Her published work focuses on the
Achaemenids and their relations with the Greek
world, Thrace and Cyprus. She is co-editor of the
forthcoming Corpus of Greek and Latin Inscriptions
of Thrace (Greece), and is currently preparing a
book on the cultural and political relations of the
island of Cyprus with the Achaemenid Empire.

The palace of Vouni (Cyprus)

Following his excavations at Vouni in the late
1920’s, Einar Gjerstad postulated the "Eteo-Cypriot,
oriental” style of the initial phase (Vouni |, c. 500-c. 450
BCE) and the more "Hellenic” outlook of the subsequent,
final plan (Vouni 1l, c. 450-c.380 B.C.) of the fortified
palace, whose remains were uncovered at the site. A
number of scholars have subsequently argued for the
consistently oriental style of Vouni, and parallels for
salient features of its successive layouts have been
proposed from, among others, earlier and contemporary
residences and palatial contexts in Syro-Palestine,
Mesopotamia and Iran.
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Magistrates of E-anna, mentioned without their
fathers’ names, were always from the eunuchs of the
palace, so he might come from poor family and became
powerful because of the trust of the kings. A defendant
was forced to confession by the material evidence and
witness testimony. The penalty was only money fine.
Serious criminals in the city would be escort to Babylon
for the trial of Gobrys, the Persian governor of Babylon
and Beyond the River (Syria) and his son, Nabugu.
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in Babylonians during the Persian period. After the
Persian conquest of Mesopotamia in 539 B.C., Cyrus Il
permitted the Babylonian kingdom to continue as a
nominal entity, with its traditional methods of
administration and social institutions. There was no any
immediate interruption in the normal functioning of law
and the economy. Even the most highly placed Babylonian
officials retained their positions in the administrative
apparatus. Cyrus as "King of Babylon, King of the Lands,”
tried to reestablish normal conditions for the economic
development of the country and for its traditional
culture.

From the some court records of the E-anna temple
in Uruk during the Persian period, we learn that in the E-
anna district juridical court was continually presided by
the bishop of the temple of Eanna and the royal
magistrate of Eanna. As their assistants, one to four
scribes, according to different cases, served with them in
the court as the secretary who wrote down various law
documents and court records made in the court. Apart
from the judges and the secretary, the elders, served in
the court as jury and witnesses for each case, mostly four
or eight elders, occasionally two to three, in routine
cases, but about 16 elders in big cases, when a defendant
did not agree with a court decree made by the official,
usually a bishop, a royal magistrate, scribes and elders,
he could go to the royal court in Babylon for appeal. The
court in Eanna mainly judged and notarized the cases of
the property and slaves donations to Eanna, the debts
owed to Eanna and the thieves and appropriation of the
property of Eanna, so that it was, in fact, only a civil law
court. The court often wrote promissory notes that
demand the relatives of a debtor, or a suspect, to
guarantee to bring him in a fixed date to the court. If the
guarantors failed, the penalty against them would be to
pay double or more money or goods, as fines, to Eanna.
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Wu Yuhong

ACADEMIC BACKGROUND: Prof. and Director of the
Institute for History of Ancient Civilizations,
Northeast Normal University,China, Master of
History of Northeast Normal University(1981),
M.Phil,University of Oxford (1987), PhD ,the
University of Birmingham, the United Kingdom
(1993); Research Associate of the Pennsylvania
Sumerian Dictionary Project, University of
Pennsylvania Museum, Philadelphia (1998 — 1999);
presenting lectures in the Rencontre Internationale
Assyriologique (Paris 1986 Gent 1989, Heidelberg
1992, Harvard 1998, Leiden 2002).

Main Publications: “Lugalanda’s Economic Reform in the
House of Lady in Girsu”, Journal of Ancient
Civilizations vol. 16 (2001); “Rabies and Rabid Dogs
in Sumerian and Akkadian Literature”, Journal of
American Oriental Society, vol. 121(2001)/1, pp 32-
43

Babylonian Civil Juridical System in the Eanna
Temple District of Uruk under Cyrus and
Cumyses of the old Persiasn Empire

This study concerns the cuneiform juridical and
administrative records excavated from Uruk of Babylonia
dated to the Achaemenid period. These documents
belonged to the administrative authority of the E-anna,
“Hose of Heaven”, temple district, which was the worship
center of goddess Ishtar, the Babylonian Venus, and the
main institution in the city of Uruk. The records tell us
some important aspects of the juridical and economic life
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fran and in practice he himself was a ?transcultural
personality? and, e.g., took every trouble over becoming
recognized as a legitimate ruler in the former
autonomous regions of the empire, and over the
collaboration even of the far distant Greeks, from whose
cultural stimuli and mediation as well as their advice and
help in political affairs he hoped to profit.
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Josef Wiesehoefer

Iranians and Greeks: Some Comments on a
Disputed Cultural Relationship

Being myself committed to a concept of
transculturality for the study of ancient cultures, the
paper aims at reviewing the cultural relationship between
Iranians and Greeks on two different levels: Firstly, it is
concerned with the history of scholarship and of popular
views of the political and cultural relations between
Iranians and Greeks both in Europe and in Iran. Secondly,
it tries to detect the weaknesses of many of those views
in the light of, e.g., new ideas about the invention of
tradition (?national myths?, ?imagined communities?),
ethnicity, collective identities, and the inner complexity
of cultures. The second part of the paper tries to give a
new assessment of Greco-lranian relations: On the one
hand, it hopes to prove that there were different forms of
the Greeks? mental and cultural preoccupation with the
mighty neighbour in the East at the same time: contempt
of and admiration for the ?barbarian? way of life;
description of a dangerous ?anti-world? and admiration for
a fascinating ?outside world?; military confrontation and
cross-border cultural transfer. On the other hand, it also
tries to show that even the structure of many Greek (and
Iranian) individuals? identities and lifestyles was
determined by transcultural traits. Even the Achaemenid
Great King was ? ideologically ? in Iran ?a Persian, son of a
Persian, an Aryan, of Aryan lineage? and interested only
in the Greeks (Yauna) as his subjects; however, outside
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Mesopotamian chronicles, Neo-Assyrian and Neo-
Babylonian royal inscriptions and letters; and Greek
historians (mainly, Herodotus).
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Matthew W. Waters

Cyrus and Elam

Cyrus the Great (r. 559-530) founded the first
Persian Empire in a series of impressive conquests of his
neighbors in Media (northern Iran), Lydia (Asia Minor), and
Babylon. Beyond the conquest of Babylon in 539 BC, very
little is secure with regard to the chronology of Cyrus’
conquests or the resources he had at his disposal to
initiate and perpetuate them. Cyrus and his predecessors’
relationship with the Elamites, those people who
inhabited Iran before the arrival of the Persians, is also
poorly known. This presentation will explore the
formation of the first Persian Empire through an
examination of Cyrus the Great as “King of Anshan” ( the
titulary he used in his own dedicatory inscriptions) and
the ramifications of Elamite as well as Persian traditions
and influence on the nascent empire. The influence of
Elamite tradition upon the royal ideology of Cyrus and, by
comparison, the influence of Persian tradition upon Darius
| will be of primary focus.

This exploration will consider relevant inscriptional
material (lranian and Mesopotamian); archaeological
evidence; and testimony from Greek sources to attempt
to discern Cyrus the Greats’ place in the Elamite tradition
in conjunction with the Persians’ rise to power in
southwestern Iran. More specifically, those sources
included, among others, Cyrus's own inscription; later
Achaemenid inscriptions, especially those of Darius;
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referred to taxes paid in money in the heart of the
Empire as early as 502 BC.

In the lecture | will reconsider the problem on the
basis of Babylonian texts of the Neobabylonian and
Achaemenid periods. My starting point is the technical
vocabulary used in the text, the Akkadian terms referring
to the fineness of the silver, the various grades of
refinement, the qualifiers used to describe the silver
(kaspu qutinnu, pesu) etc. Neither of them correspond to
the Babylonian practice The qualifiers are either
undocumented in Babylonia or are used to describe other
kinds of silver; the alloying practice is definitely not
Babylonian, one term is written in the wrong way.
Moreover, the Babylonian way of describing the fineness
is always the comparison to one shekel and never to ten
shekels, which is the Persian karsha. To these
observations we have to add the facts correctly described
by Cameron, namely that none of the persons mentioned
on the tablet bears a Babylonian name, the scribe has
serious difficulties in dealing with the Babylonian
fractions, and finally, there are frequent erasures and
lines inserted on the tablet. Therefore, in spite of the
Babylonian shape of the tablet and also of its early date
compared to the rest of the treasury tablets, the only
possible conclusion is that the tablet was written at
Persepolis by a scribe whose native language was not
Akkadian.

This finding permits us to reallocate the tablet into
the machinery of the central imperial administration at
Persepolis. The final part of the paper will discuss some
problems of the Achaemenid tax system that can be
reconstructed with the help of this unique source.
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Péter Vargyas

Academic Affiliation’ Head, Dept. of Ancient History and
Archaeology; University of Pécs, Faculy of
Humanities,Hungary .Curriculum; University of
Pécs, Professor, Head, Dept. of Ancient History and
Archaeology(1997). Pazmany Péter Catholic
University, Professor, Head, Dept. of
History.Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Oriental
Collection, researcher University of Heidelberg,
Humboldt-Fellow.1987.PhD in Assyriology,

Hungarian Academy of SciencesMA in Ancient
Studies, ELTE University, Budapest

The Akkadian Treasury Tablet (PT 85)
Reconsidered

The topic proposed for the conference is the tax
system and monetary practice of the early Achaemenid
Empire as can be deducted from the unique tablet
written in Akkadian and found with the Elamite tablets in
the Persepolis Treasury. It was published by Cameron
more than half a century ago but its significance is still
disputed. Cameron was of the opinion that the tablet did
not originate at Persepolis or in the Parsa Treasury. His
conclusion was therefore that the information one can
gather from the text should not be used to deduce facts
regarding the monetary economy at Persepolis. Others -
Briant for example - concluded however that the text
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David Stronach

“The Arjan Tomb and the Beginnings of
Achaemenid Art”

In the interval since the discovery of the Arjan
Tomb in 1992 successive studies have suggested that the
tomb should be ascribed to quite varying dates. Two
important initial studies postulated a date in (a) the 8"
century B.C. and (b) the mid-seventh century B.C. within
the past few years, however, several scholars have taken
the view that the tomb should be ascribed either to the
late 7™ century or the early 6" century.

With this later chronological perspective in mind the
grave goods from the tomb deserve to be viewed as
exceptional documents that can very possibly throw new
light on the acculturation of Elam and Persia.
Accordingly, the present paper take a fresh look at the
contents of the tomb from this particular perspective and
seeks to identify the antecedants of different elements
that pertain to the birth of Achaemenid art as well as the
emergence of Achaemenid court imagery.
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complex interaction system can only be interpreted
through a multi-regional framework that examines a) both
Uruk and local settlements, b) different types of
settlements in different regions, c) settlements dating to
both the early and the later phases of the Uruk
expansion, and d) detailed spatial-contextual studies of
the organization of interaction with and between specific
settlements.
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aspects of material culture continued to flourish,
sometimes with an admixture of Uruk stylistic influences,
and sometimes as fully distinct entities. In any case, the
spread of Uruk styles cannot be seen as evidence for Uruk
domination, but rather as the result of local agency in the
selective  appropriation of specific aspects of
Mesopotamian technologies, forms, and designs in a few
classes of material culture.

Fourth, in the areas in which they were established,
the Uruk colonies did not uniformly exercise political or
economic control. Instead, power relations in Uruk-Local
interaction varied widely depending on factors such as: a)
the distance of the colony from the south Mesopotamian
homeland, b) the degree of pre-existing social complexity
in the local area where the colony was established, and c)
demographic factors - specifically the overall size of local
populations, their degree of settlement aggregation, and
regional indigenous settlement density.

Fifth, Uruk colonies may have controlled the trade
routes leading back to southern Mesopotamia, but they
exercised at best only the most limited influence over the
a) extraction of raw materials, b) the initial stages of
transport and processing, and c) terms of exchange.

Sixth, the Uruk expansion did not end in a single
sudden collapse, but rather varied in timing (and probably
cause) from region to region.

Finally, the long-term impact of the Uruk expansion
on neighboring areas has been exaggerated. Instead, the
Uruk influence on local cultural development varied
considerably, and was, in many cases limited to the
spread of ceramic technology based on the fast wheel, a
few ceramic forms, and the replacement to stamp seal
technology by cylinder seals.

Overall, the Uruk expansion cannot be understood
from the perspective of a single site. Instead, this
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in areas outside southern Mesopotamia, the amount of
available data has increased to the point where we can
now start to re-evaluate the organization of the Uruk
expansion as a broad regional phenomenon. One of the
most important recent discoveries has been the fact that
the Uruk expansion was not a short-term phenomenon;
instead, we now know that the process began in the
latter part of the Middle Uruk period, and lasted through
almost all of the Late Uruk period, a time span possibly as
long as 700 years. We now also have good evidence to
suggest that there was considerable variation in the types
of settlements with Uruk materials in lran, Syria, and
Anatolia.

In this paper | suggest that we must use this
recognition of spatial variation and diachronic change as
the basis for revising our basic conceptions about the
Uruk expansion in seven main areas.

First, we must recognize the fact that the
organization of the Uruk expansion almost certainly
changed markedly between the Late-Middle Uruk and the
Late Uruk periods.

Second, the spread of Uruk material culture took
place not only through colonization, but rather through a
variety of forms of interaction including colonization,
exchange, emulation by local societies and even the
emergence of entirely new identities in a process
described by terms such as “transculturation”,
"hybridization”, or “ethnogenesis”.

Third, this variation makes it clear that local
societies were not replaced by Uruk settlements, but
rather coexisted with them. As we come to understand
local ceramic assemblages in their own right, it becomes
clear that Uruk materials completely replace local
materials only in a very small number of cases. Almost
everywhere else, local ceramic assemblages and other
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Gil J. Stein

Spatial Variation and Diachronic Change in the
Organization of the Uruk Expansion

The spread of Uruk Mesopotamian material culture
across broad areas of Western Iran, North Syria, and
southeast Anatolia during the fourth millennium BC is
commonly called the “Uruk Expansion”. Iranian sites such
as Sialk, Susa, and Godin played crucial role in the initial
identification of the Uruk Expansion as a cultural
phenomenon involving far more than the simple spread of
a horizon style of pottery. The discovery of the oval
enclosure at Godin in Iran and the large fortified
settlement at Habuba Kabira in Syria led many
researchers to consider the Uruk Expansion as the world’s
earliest known colonial network. Until recently, the Uruk
expansion was viewed as a relatively short-lived
phenomenon dating to the Late Uruk period. Settlements
were by and large interpreted as trading colonies and way
stations designed to control access to crucial raw
materials such as copper, lumber, and semi-precious
stones from the highland areas of Iran and Anatolia. The
Uruk colonies were thought to have exercised political or
economic control over the indigenous societies among
whom they settled and with whom they traded.

Virtually every aspect of the organization of the
Uruk expansion remains the subject of intense
archaeological debate. As excavations and surveys
identified numerous additional sites with Uruk materials
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Thus special attention should be given to the
sources from the Akkadian period which so far have been
used only in a rather sketchy way, cf. the latest study
from Westenholz:

The Old Akkadian Period: History and Culture,
in: Orbis Biblicus and Orientalis 160/3 p. 90-94
(1999).
The information from the published sources may be
increased by new results and collations which have been
collected in various museums during the past years.

A paper on the Iranian (especially Elamite) impact
on the Sumerian and Akkadian culture should cover e. g.
the following items:
e population: what information do we have
about Iranian people in Mesopotamia,

o language: what was their contribution to the
lexicon (e. g. technical terms),

o religion: was there any specific Iranian
concept which has been adapted in
Mesopotamia,

e geographical horizon: what was known in
Western Asia about its neighbours in the
East, what regions and places have been
reached by direct contacts.

Finally the structure of the Iranian influence on
Mesopotamia in the 3™ millennium BC may be evaluated.
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e Timothy Potts, Mesopotamia and the East.
An Archaeological and Historical Study of
Foreign Relations 3400 - 2000 BC (1994);

* Daniel T. Potts, The Archaeology of Elam.
Formation and Transformation of an Ancient
Iranian State (1999).

During the 3™ millennium BC cuneiform sources
reveal a lot of information about Elam and its capital
Susa, closest neighbours to Sumer and Akkad, but also
other regions and places like Anshan, Awan, Aratta,
Marhashi/Barahshum are mentioned as well.

Iran and Mesopotamia were most of the time
politically independent, their languages were not related
and their cultures developed distinct features but also
there is no doubt that there has been a compound of
mutual influences. Due to the rich cuneiform heritage in
the 3™ millennium research is mainly dependant on the
Mesopotamian sources and consequently it is providing
the Sumerian/Akkadian positions, presenting what the
Mesopotamian interest was or what it has given to Elam
(e. g. the most prominent example is the cuneiform
writing system which was adapted in iran).

Less explored is the issue what Mesopotamia has
taken from Iran especially from Elam, thus it is worth of a
thorough research.

Selz has provided a careful study about the relations
between Sumer and Elam in the Early Dynastic periods
using extensively the available literature:

*““Elam and ‘Sumer’” -~ Skizze einer
Nachbarschaft nach inschriftlichen Quellen der
vorsargonischen Zeit, in: Actes de la XXXVIéme RAl
p. 27-43 (1991).
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Academic Career: Full Professor at the University of
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Publicationsf “Die Texte der Akkade-Zeit — Das Dijala-
Gebiet: Tutub® (1999) (Edition of Old Akkadian
Texts from Tutub); Various articles on Old
Akkadian history and grammar; editions of
cuneiform texts from the 2rd Mill, BC

ecially Mesopotamia have a very long history and
cover many-folded aspects with complicated details.

Scholars have spent most attention on the historical
issues i. e. matters of coalition and treaties or conflicts
and war. Also research has been focused on trade
relations since Iran was a well-known supplier of
resources (especially metals or stones) that were lacking
in the Mesopotamian soil.

General overviews with ample bibliography are
provided in two recent studies:
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phonology of Elamite itself. Although the sample is too
small to provide much insight into Elamite phonology, it is
still worth commenting on the nature of the Akkadian
words which found their way into Elamite. For one thing,
it should be noted that all the loanwords are nouns.
Although nouns do tend to be the best candidates for
borrowing, it was interesting to find no borrowed verbs or
adjectives whatsoever,

Within the borrowed nouns, two categories
particularly stand out. First, there are borrowed terms
relating to  architecture, particularly  religious
architecture. Second, there are terms for commodities of
various sorts. The predominance of these two categories
may well be a reflection of the nature of texts which
make up our corpus.

In historic terms, the bulk of the Akkadian
borrowings appear to have occurred in the Middle Elamite
and Neo-Elamite periods, which is to be expected. By the
Achaemenid period, Akkadian had lost its importance as
a lingua franca, so we find only two Akkadian borrowings
into Achaemenid Elamite which are not already attested
in earlier texts.

REFERENCES

Gragg, G. B. 1996. ‘Other languages’, The World’s Writing
Systems, pp. 58-70.

Grillot-Susini, F. 1987. Eléments de grammaire élamite.

Hinz, W. and Koch, H. 1987, Elamisches W&#246;rterbuch.

Khachikjan, Margaret. 1998. The Elamite Language.

Reiner, E. 1969. ‘The Elamite Language’, Altkleinasiatische
Sprachen, pp. 54-118.

Steve, M.-J. 1992. Syllabaire élamite: Histoire et
paléographie.
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Eric Smith is currently a graduate student in the
Department of Linguistics at the University of
Toronto. Prior to joining the Department of
Linguistics, he spent many years in the software
industry, and has numerous research publications
in the field of digital multimedia. His current
research involves the application of computational
methods to the analysis of cuneiform texts, with
particular reference to texts written in the Elamite
language of ancient Iran. He also has degrees in
Mathematics & Philosophy from the University of
Waterloo, and in Linguistics & Ancient Near
Eastern Studies from the University of Toronto.

Akkadian Loanwords in Elamite

This paper studies Akkadian loanwords as they
appear in Elamite-language texts.

The methodology was very straightforward: simply
perusing all of Hinz & Koch’s Elamisches
W&#246;rterbuch, and recording any entries which
appeared to have an Akkadian etymology. In all, this
search turned up only 60 loanwords, with perhaps a dozen
more of doubtful etymology. This is surprisingly few,
given the great length of time the Elamites were in
contact with Mesopotamian culture. By contrast, the
Achaemenid Elamite corpus borrows heavily from Old
Persian.

The original intent of the paper was to use this body
of loanwords to draw some inferences about the
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IV. A strong foreign influence can be observed in

VI.

the incantations, sorcery, and in the
Mesopotamian notion of the underworld.

The conclusion that Babylonian and Elamite
cultures owe much more to each other than
we generally assume, provides the framework
for understanding the changing attitudes
between the two region. Despise and hatred is
often superseded by respect and admiration
right down to the Old Babylonian period.

It is finally argued all these observations ask
for a further and more methodological
evaluation of our reconstruction of Third
Millennium Near Eastern history. As in the case
of the new finds in Upper Mesopotamia,
Mesopotamian or “Urukean” centrism is
partially loosing its credibility.
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into question by a re-evaluation of the Uruk and Susa
stratigraphies. Boehmer has argued, rather convincingly,
that major features of the early Uruk state actually
originated in the Susiana. His hypotheses will certainly
generate more discussions, but some of his arguments
clearly force us to reconsider our historical
reconstructions. He explicitly mentions the development
of the early accounting techniques, especially the sealed
clay envelopes and above all, the basic invention of
cylinder seals. Even the early cylinder sealings found in
Uruk probably came with goods brought in from the
Susiana, and even sealings that are similar to what we
think of as Uruk iconography can no longer simply be used
as a source or explanation for the ideological background
of the Uruk polity. We may add that the hitherto little-
understood early Uruk and proto-Elamite writings have
one important feature in common: The use a highly
differentiated but apparently very similar system for
measurements.

4. Under these new premises | will discuss the
following hypotheses using various sources, including
those of the literary traditions dealing with heroes of
protohistoric Uruk.:

I. The picture of the Uruk society headed by a
“roi-prétre” is not restricted to Uruk itself.

II. The concept of Sumerian rulership
incorporates features of non - Mesopotamian,
probably Iranian or Elamite origin.

[ll. The development of the Sumerian religion,
more  specifically the pantheon, also
incorporates traits stemming either from the
people living in the Zagros region or from Elam
proper.
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Foreign or Domestic? Ideological connections
between Elam and Sumer

1. History books usually depict the relationship
between Elam and Sumer as an ongoing enmity starting
sometime in prehistory. Accordingly, the well-established
fact of mutual cultural influence is generally understood
as being dominated by the ‘superior’ southern Babylonian
culture. Not only the antagonism but also the exchange
between both regions are rather well documented, but
little attention has been given so far to the transmission
of cultural and especially ideological and religious
concepts and ideas.

However, even a quick glance at the available
evidence shows that there is considerable foreign
influence in Mesopotamia, some of which is justly
attributed to the various Semitic-speaking peoples. What
concerns us in this paper are features which might have
originated in the Zagros mountains and beyond, and
which might have originated in Elam.

2. Written documents from the middle of the Third
Millennium show several possible routes of cultural
transmission: The Susiana could be reached either by sea
from Sumer’s South, or by land, via the old Horrassan
road following initially the Diyala upstream or via the
ancient city of Der. Apparently the direct overland
connection leading from Lagash to Umma via Mubikurra to
Susa played only a minor role. Though short (the route
would have taken about a week), the marshlands would
have made the movement of large quantities of goods
rather difficult.

3. The general idea of a Sumerian “Leitkultur
dominating the Susiana and Elam has most recently put
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re-examine the imagery and the literature of the time.
Therefore, | will argue in my paper:

1.

although the Persian was first introduced
into Greek imagery at the time of the
Persian Wars this portrayal was not as
exceptional as mostly thought : its quantity
was rather modest, its iconography in many
aspects traditional.

It needed at least two generations to invent
(and establish) an ideology as complex and
radical as the Greek (counter-)model of the
Persian enemy.

It was mainly the ongoing reception after the
Persian Wars which created the new and
highly ideologised understanding of this past.
It was the ambitious time of Pericles and
Peleponnesian War when (especially) the
Athenians shaped the Persian as new
complex cultural Other of the Greek.

It was this new cultural understanding of the
Athenian Self which substantially helped the
Athenians to legitimize their new power in
the Greek world.
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Ralph Schneider

GREEKS contra PERSIANS ? A NEW
APPROCH

My paper aims to analysis the intricate perceptions
o Persia by the Classical Greeks as Persia’s most powerful
and influential western neighbors. My main source is the
high-flying imagery of 5" century Athens complemented
by written narratives of the time. Both media provide
crucial evidence with which | argue for a more complex
understanding as to how Persia become the cultural
‘counter model’ of the Polis-cultures of the Greeks and as
to how a new concept of ‘Orientalism’ began to take
shape in the Greek west (basic: T. Hoelscher,
“Feindwelten-Glueckswelten: Perser, Kentauren und
Amazonen”, in: T. Hoelscher [ed.], Gegenwelten zu den
Kulturen Grichenlands und Rom in der Antike, Munich /
Leipzig 2000, pp. 287-320). So far scholars have argued
that in Greek imagery a new and radical model of the
Persian enemy was suddenly invented at the time of the
Persian Wars (490-480 B.C.). And, that it was this model
which caused the highly ideologised opposition between
the (Greek) west and the (Persian) east. My argument
takes a different line. Up to the Persian Wars the Greeks
had not established any profound ideology of such an
‘enemy’ neither in their visual nor written tradition. On
the contrary, the manifold contacts between the Greeks
and their eastern neighbors were for the most part both
intensive and unbiased. This interactive relationship
provides for me a mew historical framework in which to
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Mesopotamia as well as in the contemporaneous ancient
Near Eastern glyptic. Namely, the compositions carved on
stamp seals typically consist of a single or several images
of animals either juxtaposed, dovetailed or scattered in
rotating arrangements, but never shown interacting. (3)
The material demonstrates that, immediately preceding
the invention of writing, prehistoric art in ancient
Mesopotamia and Persia communicated concepts in one-
to-one correspondence. It was limited to evocation.

Art After Writing: Narration

Coinciding with the appearance of the earliest
written texts, consisting of impressed envelopes and
tablets, in Uruk and Susa ca. 3200-3100 BC, (4) art was
transformed by the full exploitation of linear
compositions. This is illustrated, for instance, by cylinder
seals from the two sites picturing the ruler fulfilling his
duties as a priest, a warrior or hunter. (5) A comparison
between the seal compositions and the organization of
signs on the contemporaneous economic tablets makes it
clear that art was borrowing the strategies of writing to
convey information. Namely, by adopting the principle of
linearity of writing, art could weave together images in
order to tell a story. Figures were placed on a ground line
that signified that they shared a same space at a same
time and accordingly, their location, position, order,
direction and relative size became semantic, denoting
hierarchy, rank, intention, action and interaction.
Coinciding with the dawn of civilization ancient
Mesopotamian and Persian art became narrative by
emulating writing.

Bibliography

(1) Pierre Amiet, Elam, Centre National de 1a Recherche
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Professor at the University of Texas at Austin. She
will be a fellow at the Humanities Research Center,
Stanford University,California. Her field is the art
and  archaeology of the ancient Near
East.Schmandt-Besserat's present interest is the
interface between texts and images in the centuries
following the invention of cuneiform writing in
Mesopotamia. She has conducted research on
Neolithic symbolism at the. 8-7th Millennium site of
Ain Ghazal, Jordan. Her publications include How
Writing Came About, 1996; Before Writing (2 vols),
1992; The History of Counting, 1999.

THE INTERFACE BETWEEN WRITING
AND ART

Art Before Writing: Evocation

The famous tumblers from Susa | offer some of the
most complex compositions painted on Persian prehistoric
potteries. They feature, for example, a line of long-
necked birds followed by a line of running dogs above
large stylized Ibexes. (1) The various animals show no
interaction, therefore, although they may evoke
important symbols, the images do not tell a story. The
same absence of narrative can be observed on the
prehistoric potteries from Hassuna, Halaf or Ubaid (2) in
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West Iran. Many rock inscriptions help reconstructing the
historical geography of this territory, and some
archaeological sites give an outlook on the material
culture of lranian Azerbeijan during Urartian times. Some
important historical events took place on its territory,
like the struggle between the Assyrian Empire and the
Urartian Kingdom for the domination of the Mannaean
country in the years 719-714 B.C. The two powerful
adversaries were at that time Sargon |l of Assyria and
Rusa | of Urartu. Recent epigraphical findings in Western
Azerbeijan furnish new elements to the historian for a
comparation between the two different points of view".
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Turkey, Armenia and Iran. Philologist and historian
of Anatolia and the Ancient Near East, he is author
of more than 200 publications, and he introduced
the disciplines of Hurritology and Urartology in
Italy. His most important activity in Iran is
reconstructing the most ancient history of Iranian
Azerbaijan (9th-7th century B.C.)".

The Urartian Civilization and the Beginning of
History in Iranian Azerbeijan"'.

The most ancient historical documents in North-
Western Iran are the cuneiform inscriptions of Urartu. We
can therefore say that the history of this whole country,
which corresponds to the present province of Iranian
Azerbeijan (west and east), begins shortly after the
formation of the Kingdom of Urartu, in the last quarter of
the IX century B.C. The Urartian presence in Iranian
Azerbeijan goes back to the second king of the Urartian
dynasty, Ishpuni, the son of the founder of Tushpa, the
Urartian capital at Van Kalesi, on the eastern shore of
Lake Van (eastern Turkey). From the end of the IX
century B.C. to the second half of the VII century we have
direct and indirect Urartian records dealing with North-
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Historical Remarks On The Greek (Ionian)
Bronze Knucklebone Found At Susa And
Reflexions On The Context Of Some Antique
Monuments Discovered On The Acropole
Mound

A small exhibition recently organized at the Louvre
Museum by the Department of Near Eastern Antiquities
and the Department of Greek and Roman Antiquities gave
an opportunity to examine and study anew the greek
bronze weight found in Susa by Jacques de Morgan in 1901
and its archaic lonic inscription. As for other older
prestigious monuments of foreign origin found on the
Acropole, the question of its destiny in Susa is posed.
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Sancisi-Weerdenburg H. 1988 “Was there ever a Median
Empire?”, AH III, 197-212.

Sancisi-Weerdenburg H. 1994 “The Orality of Herodotus’
Medikos Logos or: The Median Empire revisited”, AH
VIII, 39-55.

Sancisi-Weerdenburg H. 1995 “Medes and Persians in Early
States?”, in M.A. van Bakel — J.G. Qosten (eds.), The
Dynamics of the Farly State Paradigm, Utrecht, 87-
104.




124 15t Int’l Conf. on Ancient Cultural Relations Between Iran and West Asia

region around Arrapha, and western fringes, i.e. Syria
including Harran and southern Anatolia, were part of the
Neo-Babylonian empire and stayed under its firm control
after the downfall of the Assyrian predecessor .

Thus, the existence of a Median empire as well as
the question of its extension seems to be a central
problem of Ancient History also bearing crucial
consequences concerning the early contacts between
central Iran and the far west. Until recently both issues
have been treated by primarily referring to the
conceptions extant in the classical sources.

In my paper | want to focus on these problems
under a different perspective. First, | will try to
characterise the political power of the Medes as well as
the geographical outlines of their political activity in the
first half of the 6™ century B.C. exclusively on the basis of
the cuneiform sources. Second, | will compare this
analysis with” the picture we gain from the classical
sources and try to offer a plausible historical scenario.
Third, on this basis | will come back to the central issue
of this conference and deal with the question of cultural
and political contacts between central Iran and the west
in the time between the fall of Assyria and the rise of
Cyrus’ Empire.
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Robert Rollinger

The Medes, Iran and the far West: International
Politics and History between the fall of Assyria
and the Rise of Cyrus’ Empire

Cultural as well as political relations between Iran
and the far west are well attested on many levels during
the period of the Achaeminid empire. This paper wants to
draw the attention to the times before Cyrus the Great
ascended the throne, i. e. the first half of the sixth
century B.C. Until recently it has been accepted by the
scholarly world that the Achaemenid empire was
preceded by a Median empire stretching from central Iran
to central Anatolia and thus for the first time in World
History forging links between these different regions and
beyond. But in 1988, 1994 and in 1995 the late Heleen
Sancisi-Weerdenburg  questioned with  considerable
arguments the existence of a Median “"empire” as a
political entity possessing comparable structures to the so
called Neo-Assyrian, Neo Babylonian or the Achaemenid
“empires” . She was pleading for a new methodological
approach not only doubting the general validity of our
most important source, i. e. Herodotus’ Medikos Logos
and taking into account anthropological models of state
formation and conceptual systems of the social sciences.
Independently from each other Burkhart Kienast and |
myself tried to adduce arguments to question the so
called vassalage of the early Persians regarding to the
Medes , and Amélie Kuhrt showed in a recent discussion
that the Assyrian heartland as well as its eastern, i.e. the
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and happiness, but the serpent that lived in its roots, the
“dark maid Lilith,” who lived in the trunk of the huluppu
tree, and the Anzu bird, which made a nest in its
branches, robbed her power. After various attempts by
other gods Gilgamesh restored to Inanna the
pomegranate. This paper will show that the “forbidden
fruit of knowledge” in the Garden of Eden story was
really the pomegranate. The paper will advance a theory
as to why Iran’s pomegranate was central to the culture
of early people—all except for the Egyptians because the
pomegranate was not introduced to the Nile region until
the Middle Kingdom. The key to the pomegranate’s power
was its medicinal powers. Among its usages were fertility
regulation and treatment for diabetes. The famous
Iranian scientist and philosopher, lbn Sono employed
pomegranates more frequently than any other drug
therapy for diabetes. Moreover the paper will show that
the modern pomegranate, even though its chemistry is
modified through millennia of horticultural breeding,
actually possesses the medical qualities that ancient
people knew it to have. The plant from Iran (because this
is where botanists postulate its origins) was central to
early peoples’ cultures in western Asia.
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John M. Riddle

Iran’s Gift to Civilization

Long before recorded history began on the clay
tablets of ancient Sumer, the hills of Iran produced a
plant that came to be a central feature of Mesopotamian
culture and the civilizations that emerged from the
darkness of prehistory. The plant was a small tree and
produced a grainy apple fruit with sweet, but slightly
astringent, juice. This plant, the pomegranate (Punica
granatum L.), was taken to the Mesopotamian valley
before the Sumerians founded their city-states and
recorded their deeds in cuneiform. The Sumerians,
however, recognized the connection between their
culture and the Iranian pomegranate in a story about
their founding. Tablets preserve the story about how
Inanna, the Queen of Heaven and Earth, found her power
and that was in the huluppu tree. Scholars long thought
that the word huluppu either referred to a mythical plant
or, at least, one that was not identified. Because of a
tablet that records what was grown on a plantation, we
know that the plant was real, not mythical. Using other
Sumerian documents and a number of artifacts, notably
reliefs and vases, this paper will demonstrate that the
huluppu tree was the pomegranate.

When Inanna descended from heaven to the
Underworld (that is to say the earth) as a young woman,
she was given a pomegranate, which she planted by the
Euphrates. The plant became the source of her power
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Fourth, sharing of food resources should be accompanied
by sharing of consumption equipment. Finally, intentional
manipulation of natural resources, associated with steps
towards domestication, is accompanied by changes in the
symbolic representation of nature.
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pointing towards a relatively sedentary way of life (Ganj
Dareh: Smith 1990; Tepe Abdul Hossein: Pullar 19990).

This site of Asiab, however, seems to be a
temporary camp (Braidwood 1961). Asiab and Ganj Dareh
exhibit evidence for managed goat herds, accompanied by
hunting and collecting (Zeder 1999). Plant domestication
is uncertain at best and restricted to barley (van zeist et
al. 1986), and it may not have been part of the human
diet, but rather animal fodder (Miller 1992). The
subsequent pottery Neolithic (ca. 7.000-6.500 BC) is
characterized by the same co-existence of sites with
architecture (Guran: Mortensen 1963) and camps (Sarab:
Braidwood 1960). Goats exhibit an advanced stage of
domestication (Zeder 1999). However, Tepe Guran shows
a growing reliance on hunted animals associated with an
increase in substantial architecture.

Synthesizing the present state of knowledge leads
us to advance the following research hypothesis:
“Neolithization” is primarily a fundamental change in
social relations, among them sharing practices. In the
Iranian Zagros, Neolithization was neither a unilinear
development towards increasing sedentariness and
farming, nor did it necessarily occur hand-in-hand with
the introduction of the first domestics.

A number of research expectations can be derived
from this hypothesis. First, the proportion of domestic
animals and plants at early Neolithic sites will not
increase linearly through time, but may vary. Second,
processing of wild animals, often done far from a site,
will be carried out differently than processing of animals
from managed herd. Third, if there is decreased sharing
in sedentary or semisedentary localities, some social units
will do better than others, due to vagaries of health,
productivity of animals or plants, number of children,
etc. The reverse holds in contexts of greater sharing.
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nolithization was probably not a uniform process
throughout the Near East: in the Levant; in the Zagros,
herding may have developed out of a hunter-gatherer
context, whereas domestic plants only later became a
subsistence focus (Smith 1990, Miller 1992). Hole (19890
argues for a two-stage model for neolithization of the
Zagros: first domesticated of animals, followed by a fully
developed “village economy” with the acquisition of
domesticated plants from elsewhere. This model has
recently received support from Zeder’s (1999) reanalysis
of Neolithic Iranian fauna.

Research on the origins of agriculture has sought to
isolate causes for this process, such as demography (Smith
and Young 1983), climate (Wright 1983)m and resource
shortages (Flannery 1969). These general theoretical
discussions and related empirical research in the Zagros
focused primarily on activities related to production (Hole
et al. 1969), devoting less attention to the social
implications of processing and consumption of natural
resources. However, anthropological research shows that
sharing based on general reciprocity is a quintessential
characteristic of gatherer-hunters (Ingold 1999), whereas
a more divisive, kin-based way of distributing and
consuming resources is more typical for nomads and
village societies (Bernbeck 1994; Price and Gebauer
1995). | will address in my talk two questions:

1) How did social relations (sharing and its context)
change in the Neolithic?

2) what was the relationship  between
transformations in the acquisition (hunting-gathering-
farming) and processing / consumptions realms?

Evidence from sites in the Kermanshah region
suggests a complex development that needs further
investigation. In the aceramic Neolithic (ca. 8.000-7.300
BC), some Zagros sites exhibit substantial architecture,
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the prehistory of the Near East, with a particular
emphasis on the Late Neolithic in Iran and
Southeastern Anatolia. Theoretical interests are
studies of mobility and sedentism, ideology and
iconography, and the economy of ancient societies.

Social Dimensions Of The Neolithization In
Iran

Traditionally, neolithization in the Near East has
been conceptualized as a transition from a symbiotic
relationship of humans with nature to a manipulative one
based on production. Scholars initially thought that this
process occurred in more or less similar ways and times
throughout the Fertile Crescent (Braidwood and Howe
1960). According to recent studies in the Levant and
Taurus mountains, however, it is clear that plant
domestication occurred first in a few specific locales in
the Levant rather than throughout a broadly defined
“natural habitat zone” of wild progenitors of
domesticates (Zohary and Hopf 2000). In contrast,
evidence for specific locales of animal domestication
remains equivocal (Horwitz et al. 1999). Thus,
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different aspects of this culture. The present article is a
fresh attempt to analyze further culture ties and relations
in addition to similarities and material culture such as
pottery and architecture based on archeological
evidence.

Furthermore, the existence of Painted Orange-ware
(Hassanlu VII) in the heart of Yanik culture, in
northwestern iran, having different pottery culture and
architecture, stimulates much contemplation.

Bibliography:

- Amiran Ruth; Yanik Tepe, Shengavit and The Khirbet
kerakware; Anatolian study, 15 (1965), 166-70

-Batiuk, Stephab; “Petrographic Analysis of Early
Transcaucasion Ceramics from the Bayburt Region,
North Eastern Anatolia : An Exploratory study”;
Ancient Near Eastern Study, vol. 137, pp. 1563-163
(2000)

-Braid wood, R. J., and Linda Braid wood; “ Excavation in the
Plain of Antionchi: phases A-dJ; the Chicago University
of Chicago Press, Chicago No. 61.(1960)

-Burney. Ch; “ Eastern Anatolian in Chalcolithic and Bronze
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-Gimbutas. M.; Chronologyies of Eastern Europe: in Robert
Ehrich.ed. 1992, chronologies in old world
Archaeology. Vol. I, pp. 395-406, Chicago; University
of Chicago Press.
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Deutschen Orient-Gesellschaft Zu Berlin, no. 133, pp.
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Cultural and Pbliticél\'Relz{tions between West-
Northwest of Iran and the Caucasus, Asia Minor
and Levant Durmg the Erlay’ Bfonz Age Based
on Archeological Evidence

Early Trans-Caucasian, or Yanik, Culture is
considered one of the most comprehensive and ending
cultures of pre-historic Iran.

This culture is characterized by dark grey burnished
ware with incised or excised decoration and circular
architecture, the combination of circle and rectangle
plans, both of which elements regularly maintained
predetermined and standard characteristics that artisans
and craftsmen felt obliged to accommodate. Sphere o
influence of this homogeneous culture covers the
Caucasus, much of Asia Minor, levant, and West-
Northwest Iran.

The author in his MA thesis titled “The Process of
Changes in Grey Pottery in Northwestern Iran” has studied
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the Diyala, the upper Tigris (Nineveh) and the Habur (Tell
Brak). The furthest west this contact can now be
documented is at Turkish site of Hassek Hoyuk on the
Upper Euphrates. Examining this western interaction
during the Proto-Elamite period creates a more complete
picture of the robust vitality of the Proto-Elamite culture.
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ACADEMIC & PROFESSIONAL EXPERINCE: Professor
Holly Pittman has taught at the University of
Pennsylvania since 1989. She is also a Curator in
the Near East Section of the University of
Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and
Anthropology and she is currently the Director of
the Center for Ancient Studies at the University.
Professor Pittman is involved in the study of the
mosaic of cultures on the Iranian plateau during the
Bronze Age. She has excavated in many countries in
the Middle East. She began her archaeological field
work in Iran during the 1970's at the site of Tal i
Malyan, ancient Anshan, the highland capital of the
Elamites ‘

Proto-Elamites In Eastern Anatolia

The intense contact that existed between Khuzistan
and Mesopotamia and the west is well documented during
the Uruk period which ended sometime around 3000 B.C.
Following the collapse of the Uruk system, however,
these patterns of interaction between Khuzistan and the
west changed. The Proto-Elamites of Khuzistan and Fars
turned their attention toward the east, expanding along
the chain of oases lining the southern rim of the plateau
desert. However, there is abundant evidence that the
contact with the west was maintained, shifting direction
from the south to follow north along the piedmont steppe
crossing the Tigris at Nineveh. This talk will present that
evidence, focusing primarily on sculpture, glyptic and
other representational imagery from sites in the region of
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during the first centuries of the lind Mill. BC will be
compared with the situation at the end of the Iil Mill. BC,
trying to underlines change or continuity in the exchange
models at the turn of the two Millennia.

Seals and sealings: in this section will be taken into
consideration the presence of ‘true’ Old Babylonian seals
in the Iranian plateau, the Iranian styles (Anshanite), the
presence of Dilmunite stamp-seals at Susa and the
‘copies’ of these glyptic in bituminous stone.

Stone weights: The coexistence of different
metrological standards at Susa, Ur and Dilmun represents
a meaningful evidence for trade interactions spheres and
will be analyzed to a more deep comprehension of the
‘international’ economic transactions during the Il Mill.
BC.

Bibliography:

Amiet, P., L'age des échanges inter-iraniens. 3500-1700 avant
J.-C., Paris 1986

Potts, T.F., Mesopotamia and the East. An Archaeological and
Historical Study of Foreign Relations ca. 3400 - 2000
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Transformation of an Ancient Iranian State,
Cambridge 1999 with up-dated bibliography.

Amiet, P., La glyptique de I'’Acropole (1969-1971), Cahiers De
La Délégation archéologique frangaise en Iran 1
(1971): 217-233;

Amiet, P., Gliptique Susienne. Des origines a 1'époque des
Perses Achéménides, (= MDAI 43), Paris 1972;

Hamrin: Al Gailani Werr, L. (ed.), Old Babylonian Cylinder
Seals from the Hamrin, London 1992; Dilmun and
Susa:

Amiet, P., Susa and the Dilmun Culture, in Al-Khalifa,
S.H.A.- Rice, M. (eds.), Bahrain through the Ages,
London 1986: 262-268;
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Eastern archaeologists, such as the presence of Jemdet
Nasr pots in Oman at the beginning of the Ill Mill. BC; the
circulation and distribution of carved chlorite
“intercultural style’ or ‘serie ancienne’ vessels and
‘weights’ surely represent the best evidence for contacts
among lran and the West during the second half of the Ili
Mill. BC.

After the Akkadian and Ur Ill Periods (c. 2350-2000
BC) we can recognize another phase of strong commercial
links between the above mentioned regions. The topic of
this paper is to discuss some archaeological items and
materials which allow us to shed light on the complex
pattern of exchanges established by the Iranian sites with
the Persian Gulf settlements and with the Mesopotamian
cities during the Isin-Larsa and Old Babylonian periods (c.
2000-1700 BC).

The main problem is try to understand how and if
the Elamite state was involved in the maritime commerce
which linked the Indus Valley, the Oman Peninsula,
Bahrain and Failaka with Ur, Larsa and other important
Mesopotamian towns. On the other hand the analysis of
archaeological indicators of commerce/exchange along
the main land trade routes (i.e via Hamrin and Diyala) is
crucial because it can points out at the dynamics of
cultural interactions between the highlands (lran) and the
lowlands (Mesopotamia), which are surely involved in the
policy of the Elamite and Babylonian dysnasties.

The discussion will follow three interconnected
levels of archaeological evidence:

¢ the raw materials
e the seals and sealings
¢ the stone weights

Raw materials: distribution of materials such as
semiprecious stones, chlorite, lapis lazuli, hematite, etc.
in Iran and their presence in Mesopotamia and the Gulf
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I studied Near Eastern Archaeology at University of
Rome with Prof. Paclo Matthiae and my MA thesis
was on the Persian Gulf glyptic and the commercial
links between Persian Gulf, Mesopotamia, Iran and
Indus Valley during the III and II Mill. BC. I wrote
several articles (in Italian and English) in sceintific
journals (Iraq, Altorientalische Forschungen,
Scienze dell'Antichita, etc.) on these topics.I
partecipate in several international congress on
Ancient Near and Middle East Archaeology (RAI,
ICAANE, SAA, SCIEM 2000). I am actually
researcher of Near Eastern Archaeology at
University of Rome and Professor with contract of
Archaeology at University [ULM of Milan. My main
fields of researcl are the cultural interrelations and
long-distance contacts mong different areas during
the Bronze period.

Commercial and cultural interrelations between
the Iranian Plateau, the Persian Gulf and
Southern Mesopotamia at the beginning of the
Second Millennium BC

The history of the cultural interactions between Iran
and the Southwest regions of the Near East has deep roots
in the prehistoric and protohistoric periods: Ubaid pottery
is present in Susiana and in the Persian Gulf, testifying for
different kinds of interconnections with Lower
Mesopotamia during the V Mill. BC; the Uruk urbanization
and the following Protoelamite phenomenon in the
Iranian plateau is a topic much debated among Near
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to see if the frequency and number of Elamite visits and
the identities of the visitors reveals additional details
about the political and economic . interconnections
between Sumer and Elam during the crucial years just
before the collapse of the Ur il empire at the hands of
the Elamites.

"Syrians in Sumerian Archival Sources from the Ur llI
Period." in M. Chavalas and J. Hayes (eds.), New Horizons
in the Study of Ancient Syria (Bibliotheca Mesopotamica,
Vol. 25), Malibu: Undena, 107-175.
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Elamites in Sumer in the Late Third
Millennium: A New Look

In 1993 | published a study on Syrians in Sumer that
examined the evidence for the presence of Syrians in the
Sumerian heartland during the Ur lll period. | also
commented on the historic and commercial relationships
that were associated with the movement of Syrians from
their cities in Syria to the cities of the Ur Il empire. Using’
the methodology established in this study, | will apply it
to the written documentation found in the Ur Ill archives
that relates to the presence of Elamites in the cities of
Sumer during the last half century of the third millennium
B.C. for which we have written evidence.

It has long been known that the relationship
between Sumer and Elam was both hostile as well as
peaceful depending on the city state with which Sumer
had relations. Beginning with the reign of Shulgi, there
were repeated raids into Elamite territory especially
along the northeastern frontier. However, there were also
royal marriages to cement political relationships with
city-states in the southwest of Elam. These events -
military, economic and political - appear to have been
much more frequent between Sumer and Elam than
between Sumer and Syria. Important studies of these
events have been undertaken by Stolper and Steinkeller
among others in recent years. This paper intends to look
at these relationships along the lines of my Syrian paper
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We are not yet able to identify all buildings in Haft
Tape, but the inscriptions indicate that at least one
palace and two temples must have existed. One temple is
cited as E.DU.A GAL E.KUR. Considering the fact that the
temple of Enlil in Nippur was named E.KUR, it might be
assumed that E.KUR in Haft Tape belonged also to the
deity Enlil. In addition to that there is another inscription
on a pottery jar, which mentioned Enlil’s name with the
sumerogram “KUR.GAL. In consideration of the fact that
the Enlil cult in the Kassite period had again become very
important, it might be concluded that through cultural
influence his cult was also spread in Elam.
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Some indices for the existence of the Enlil cult
in Haft Tape

Throughout the whole existence of the Elamite
Empire there were always direct contacts between Elam
and its western neighbour Mesopotamia. Both regions
influenced each other reciprocally in various cultural
aspects. On the basis of the cultural relationship between
different people some phenomenon could have been
spread in most regions of the Near East. In the light of
this fact the excavations in Haft Tape give some
interesting information about the possibility that the Enlil
cult was spread in Elam.

In the excavations carried out by E.O. Negahban
during 1965-1978 two terraces of mud brick with some
storerooms and workshops associated with them were
revealed. In addition Negahban found a building with two
burial chambers. More than 600 inscribed tablets and
three stele fragments were also found, which provide
basic information about the beginning of the Middle
Elamite period.

The monumental dimension of the buildings in Haft
Tape and their complete structure were made
transparent by a recent geomagnetic prospection in
autumn 2002. Some similar features can be detected with
the palaces and temples of Dur Kurigalzu.

¥

¢
{

B S SV o



Abstract of papers presented 10 1

and the human impact on the environment, and attempts
to identify interregional contact in pre-Bronze Age Iran
(for survey, see Miller 2003).

Material from four late fourth and early third
millennium sites (Farukhabad, Sharafabad, Malyan, and
Godin) will be discussed. In a general way, all four had
the same main crops (wheat, barley, and lentil).
Differences in the proportions of crops and wild plants
reflect differences in agriculture and pastoralism that can
be explained in part by the environmental setting of the
sites; the compared to the assemblage at Sharafabad and
the two upland sites, Farukhabad's has a lot of "endemic
legumes” (similar to the earlier Ali Kosh, Helbaek 1969),
suggesting a strong reliance on pastoralism. In contrast,
lentil comprises a greater proportion of the cultigens at
Malyan and Godin than in the lowlands.

Binliography:

Hans Helbaek

1969  Plant Collecting, Dry-farming, and Irrigation
Agriculture in Prehistoric Deh Luran. In Prehistory
and Human Ecology of the Deh Luran Plain, by F.
Hole, K.C. Flannery, and J.A. Neely, pp. 383—426.
Memoirno. 1. University of Michigan, Museum of
Anthropology, Ann Arbor.

Miller, Naomi F.

2003 Archaeobotany in Iran, Past and Future. In Yeks bud,
yeki nabud, Essays on the Archaeology of Iran in
Honor of William M. Sumner, eds. N.F. Miller and K.
Abdi, pp. 8-15. Monograph 48, Cotsen Institute of
Archaeology, University of California, Los Angeles.
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Archaeobotanical Evidence for Environment,
Plant Use, Agriculture, and Interregional
Contact in Pre-Bronze Age Iran

Plant remains from archaeological sites reflect
many aspects of the relationship between people, plants,
and the environment in which they lived, as well as
changes over time. As is the case for other kinds of
remains, interpreting archaeobotanical involves a
consideration of context in which the remains are found,
as well as the analysis of types, amounts, and proportions
of the remains.

Most archaeological plant remains are preserved
through charring; in the absence of oxygen, burnt plant
materials keep their shape instead of turning to ash.
Identifiable remains consist primarily of wood charcoal
and seeds. The remains are not a direct reflection of the
environment, or even of plants used by people, for they
have passed through two cultural filters: they have mostly
come onto the site directly or indirectly through human
action, and at some point they were burned. Experience
suggests that much of the material is spent fuel remains--
wood collected outside the site and seeds that had been
burned in dung used as fuel.

Archaeobotanical data can help answer a wide
range of questions--what crops were grown? what was
used for fuel? The rest of the paper will deal with these
and higher levels of analysis--reconstruction of land use
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[ron age architectural structures are one of the
most important specifications of Tepe Mamourin

Iran , with its long antiquity , possessing
uncountable ancient sites which indicate the
development & evolution procedures of humanity
Architectural remains of Ganj Dareh , near Harsin , with
10000 years antiquity , show one of the most ancient
singes of human attempts for being sedentary during the
Neolithic era . Additionally , Iran profit the architectural
history of other periods .

Unfortunately , scientific archaeological researches
and excavations of ancient cemeteries , chiefly iron age
burials , along Alborz mountains , especially its southern
slope , from east north side to west north , during the last
hundred years , couldn’t present any important &
complete data about the architectural structures and
elements .

Following by test trenches , lower levels of Tepe
Mamourin were composed of regular cultural succession
until the Neolithic era , but the iron age upper layers
represented the most greatest and complete architectural
data of this period .

Seals and seal impressions are one of the most
attractive discoveries of Tepe Mamourin . Cylinder seals
were used in Iran until the achaemenian period and after
that , their application declined and finally were
abolished for ever .

Symbols incised on the seals which can be
considered as primary alphabets , indicate the desired
concepts of their owners .

Symbols carved on the cylinder seals of Tepe
Mamourin , in addition to increase our knowledge about
the past civilizations , can prove some special trading
activities or at least the existence of a cultural relation
with hurri - mitanian in the west ; and the article
concentrates on this fact.
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than 50 articles in the fields of archaeology and art.

Hurri — Mitanian cultural symbols on the
cylinder seals of Tepe Mamourin

Archaeological site of Tepe Mamourin which its
name is delivered by the adjacent village , with
approximately 4 meters height , is located at the eastern
side of Imam Khomeini road .

The mentioned village which had been always
famous for its desired grape , was destroyed following by
the airport project .

Tepe Mamourin was discovered in 1368 ( beginning
of the new project of international air port ) and
excavated during two seasons after preliminary
archaeological researches and surveying .
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leading to the eventual division. The present study
implies that the line where the division was drawn was
based on ethnic distinctions. It may be that ethnicity was
an important or even defining quality of the expression of
state-level identity in the 3™ millennium proto-Elam.

Bibliography:

Amiet, Pierre, Glyptique Susienne: des origines a 1'époque des
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Librairie Orientaliste Paul Geuthner, Paris.
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Sackett', in American Aniquity, vol.50, no.1, pp.160-
166.
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site of Susa provides an early example of explicit ethnic
exclusion at a time when writing was new. The material
culture from Susa can therefore provide us with a rare
glimpse into how we can perceive ethnicity in both
prehistory and history. What can be seen is a change
from what can be regarded as isochrestic variation into a
stylistic preference of one of these variants (Wiessner
1985). It will be argued that these variations in material
culture relate to dual ethnic identities (Mesopotamian
and ‘proto-Elamite’) co-existing at one site, and that in
the period of early state formation in the 3™ millennium,
this ethnicity was exploited to serve as an emblem for the
cultural preferences of the newly forming state-level
identity. Furthermore, this analysis can serve as a model
for future interpretation of material culture in relation to
ethnicity identity and provide us with a unique
perspective into the nature of ethnicity and how it is
formed.

In this study, an analysis of the 4" and 3" millennia
seals (see Amiet 1972) has been conducted on a stylistic
and statistical level. It will be shown that within the
ancient site of Susa, there co-existed distinct ethnic
groups, each expressing and developing their own ethnic
identities. In the 4™ millennium there were ‘ethnic'
Mesopotamians living side by side with ‘ethnic’ proto-
Elamites. In the 3™ millennium, the proto-Elamite
culture began to be expressed as symbolic of the state-
level identity forming in this region. What this analysis
also shows is that apparently when the time came to
appropriate state-level power in Susa and Elam, the
preference for the 'local' proto-Elamite style became
clear. The ethnic groups that had co-existed in the 4™
millennium, exhibit stylistic preference to the point of
exclusion in the 3 millennium. Power relations, identity
agglomeration and ideology may all have been factors
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The Birth of Ethnicity in Iran: Mesopotamian -
Iranian Cross-Cultural Relations in Late
Prehistory

In 1979, Pierre Amiet argued a case for a mixed
ethnic population co-existing at Susa in the late 4"
millennium BC, based on a stylistic analysis of stratified
seals and impressions (Amiet 1979). A new analysis of the
Susa seals from this period both supports his argument
and offers a rare glimpse into ethnically defined craft
traditions and expressions of ethnic identity. This paper
is based on quantifiable metrical qualities in seals that
allow us to observe what can be viewed as different
hands at work, variations in manufacturing techniques,
and different ethnic traditions. This case study from the
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a large building and other relevant data, enable us to
discuss the Uruk period at the above mentioned sites and
beyond.

In sum, we hope that by means of this paper we
shall start to reintroduce the rich Iranian millennium BC,
one of the most remarkable cultural issues of proto-
historic southwest Asia.
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A major concern is to examine the settlement
patterns and site constitution of the Tehran and Qazvin
regions. Settlement pattern and ceramic assemblages of
the Qazvin and Tehran plain indicate a diachronic and
synchronic development of craft goods and increase of
social complexity from 6000 BC to 3000 BC ( Fazeli 200).
Excavations at Zahgeh in 2001 indicate that craft
production was organized in several small workshops
around the site during the Transitional Chalcolithic period
(ca 5500-4600 BC). This suggests that production of some
goods took place beyond a domestic mode of production.
During the Early, Middle and Late Chalcolithic periods,
however, craft areas became centralized and some craft
activities were probably under the control of an elite
management. There are many innovations in ceramic
production from the Early to the Late Chalcolithic periods
in the Qazvin and the Tehran plains. Such ceramics
consist of two types of local (produced with low
investment) and regional styles, which can be compared
with Late Chalcolithic sites in the Zagros region (for
example Godin Tepe).

The middle and Late Chalcolithic occupation of the
Qazvin plian takes the form of two different types of
settlement. At sites such as Ghabristan it appears that
much of the entire visible site was devoted to workshop
activity. Excavations in 2002 revealed that the ceramic
and metal workshop area covers two hectares, and that
the main deposits result from ceramic and metal
production, while a few stone tools were recorded during
the excavation. By contrast, small sites such as
Ismailabad in the north of Qazvin yielded a dense
distribution of flake tools only. Such variability in craft
distribution attests significant socio-economic diversity
amongst the regions south of Alburz. In addition, the
presence of clay balls and tokens in Ghabristan, as well as
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families maintained their respective ethnic identities
through decades of co-habitation (Pearce 1999). A third
scenario may be where colonial males adopt local
material culture in its entirety, marrying local women and
blending seamlessly into the local environment, as
appears to have been the case with the Assyrian
merchants at Kultepe-Kanes in the Middle Bronze Age
(Veenhop 1995).

What of the position in Late Chalcolithic Iran? Here
we look at assemblages of ceramics and related artifacts
from a range of sites on the Tehran and Qazvin plains of
Middle and Late Chalcolithic date. Here there is clear
evidence for developing social complexity through the
fourth millennium, prior to contact with Uruk-period
Mesoptamia, and one interpretation is that this region,
like Arslantepe on the Euphrates, dealt with Uruk
contacts on the basis of mutual sophistication. In this
study we attempt to identify imported and local wares, as
well as those vessels requiring a high labor investment
against those produced for minimum input. We also
consider some principles concerning the identification of
ceramic function on the basis of vessel form (Henrickson
and McDonald 1983), as well as issues relating to gender
and vessel type. We thus hope to postulate a plausible
interpretation of how material culture commonalities
came to exit in relations between Iran and south
Mesopotamia in the Late Uruk period. In particular, we
hope to suggest which of the three gendered scenarios
outlined above, if any, may have applied to the situation
in Late during its contact with south Mesopotamia. We
also explore the idea that the major stimulus for
complexity in this region is not be found in Uruk-period
contacts with south Mesopotamia, but may be rooted in
purely local developments in earlier centuries of the
fourth millennium and in the fifth millennium BC.
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Discussion is to continue for some time over the
issue of where social complexity originated in ancient
southwest Asia, at the monumental urban level, and
indeed over the question of definition of social
complexity itself. Until systematic excavations can be
restarted in the “heartland of cities” in south
Mesopotamia, especially at Uruk- Warka, we are reliant
on inadequate data from this region, not recovered with
modern research issues in mind (Nissen 2002). The
balance of exploration has swung heavily in favor of the
“periphery” in recent years, but the balance of
interpretation must remain open.

In this paper we propose to explore issues relating
to the Uruk phenomenon by considering data from sites in
Iran of Middle and Late Chalcolithic date. How might we
meaningfully account for the astonishing spread of
material culture identity across the Uruk world, ‘a
diffusion of southern Mesopotamian artifacts or
production far beyond any comparable diffusion in the
later periods’ (Postgate 1994: 10)? We cannot hope answer
this question within the scope of this paper, but we may
hope at least at consider some questions of the mechanics
of contact. In a recent article on Godin Tepe, near
Kangavar in central west Iran, Virginia Badler (2002) has
suggested that the mix of south Mesopotamian-style and
local ceramics, the latter principally cooking wares, taken
in concert with the use of local, non-Uruk, spindle whorls,
indicates a gendered presence at Godin of men from
south Mesopotamia, with local women cooking, spinning,
and doubtless marrying the incomers. This scenario may
be contrasted with one where entire families migrate in
to the new areas. At Hacenebi Tepe, for example, two
contemporary but differing sets of ceramic inventories,
including cooking wares, have been distinguished in the
Late Uruk phase, suggesting that “local” and “colonial”
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literate, urban life are found in a wide distribution
through Iraq, north Syria, parts of south east Turkey, and
regions of Iran such as the Susiana plain and beyond
(Algaze 19993). Debate has centered on attempts to
interpret the social, cultural, and political factors that lie
behind- the material culture manifestations. All
commentators are agreed on the striking uniformity of
many items of material culture across considerable
geographic distances, ranging from beveled-rim bowls and
spouted jars to cylinder seals and numerical tablets.

Where there has been less unanimity, however, is in
the interpretation of the significance of these artifacts.
Opinions have largely polarized into those who see south
Mesopotamia, centered on the immense city of Uruk-
Warka, as the initiator of all major developments, blessed
with a rich and diverse agricultural potential that
stimulated and enabled urban growth on an
unprecedented scale- in the middle of the fourth
millennium BC, leading to colonial, “pre-imperial”,
exploitations of neighboring regions in a quest to control
routes of communication and trade (Algaze 2001). Other
scholars, by contrast, point to the increasing evidence for
social and political sophistication in regions outside south
Mesopotamia in the centuries before contact had been
established. In particular, resent and ongoing excavations
at sites such as Hacmebi Tepe and Arslantepe in the
upper Euphrates area of southeast Turkey have revealed
extensive traces of monumental architecture and mass
production of pottery forms well before any occurrence of
southern-related material (Frangipane 2002; Stein 2002).
Similarly, current work on the Qazvin and Tehran plains
suggests the development of complex society in that
region independently of connections with Uruk-period
Mesopotamia (Fazeli 2001).




88 1% Int'l Conf. on Ancient Cultural Relations Between Iran and West Asia

Roger Matthews & Hassan Fazeli

Matthews .Roger

EDUCATION: BA (1983 from the University of
Manchester; MPhil (1984) and PhD (1990) from the
University of Cambridge.

ACADEMIC AFFILIATION: Director of the British
Institute of Archaeology-at Ankara, Turkey, from
1996-2001. Since autumn 2001 Lecturer, now
Reader at the Institute of Archaeology, University
College London.

FIELD EXPERIENCE: Excavations and surveys in Iragq,
Syria, and Turkey,

PUBLICATIONS: Several books and many papers and
reviews dealing with a broad range of aspects of the
past of Western Asia. His most recent publications
are "The Early Prehistory of Mesopotamia”
(2000);"The Archaeology of Mesopotamia: Theories
and Approaches" (2003).

Iran And Mesopotamia In The Late Chalcolithic
: Issues Of Gender And Craft As Seen Through
Ceramics

There has been considerable debate in recent years
about the so-called “Uruk phenomenon” of the Late
Chalcolithic period, that is the second half of the forth
millennium BC. At this time, certain elements of material
culture, including specific pottery types, architectural
styles, cylinder seals, and other appurtenances of quasi-
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provide a more realistic visualization of the variegated
realities that built up the Achaemenid Empire.
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in use visualize it as a uniform mosaic of “satrapies” -
mostly on the base of their description by Herodotus, and
of official lists of peoples in royal Achaemenid inscriptions
- with no evident difference in political relationships, in
size, ecology, concentration of people and resources. The
image of the empire is one of even and compact
territorial control, with precise boundaries and uniform
structure.

Taking into account the very diversified
availability of textual and archaeological data for the
various areas within the empire, we suggest a different
visualization. The “core” of the Empire is a four-fold
system of privileged lands: Persia, Media, Susiana,
Babylonia (each of them hosting an imperial capital city).
The territory around them - from Upper Mesopotamia,
through Eastern and Centarl Anatolia, to Northern and
Eastern Iran - is rather empty and politically irrelevant.
On the fringe of the empire we find other lands of
intensive demographic and economic power: (1) Western
Anatolia (Lydia and lonia), (2) the Levant; (3) Bactria; (4)
the Indus valley. These areas host the most influential
satraps, include the most valuable resources and events,
and are linked to the inner core by the famous system of
imperial roads. They face external areas characterized by
important concentration of people and power, areas that
the Achaemenids also tried to conquer, with different
success: Lydia-lonia faces Greece (only partly and
intermittently subdued to indirect servitude); the Levant
faces Egypt (which was in fact subdued); The Indus valley
faces the rest of the lIndian sub-continent (which
remained independent); while Bactria faces the nomadic
peoples of Central Asia, the Scythians (and only very
indirectly far-away China).

A general map will be produced, trying to visualize
this diversified and dynamic state of affairs, and to
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The Geographical Structure of the Achaemenid
Empire

In recent studies, historical maps are considered
to be important not only in order to locate the ancient
sites, but also (and more importantly) in order to
visualize the historical features and processes. To this
end, the selection of a specific visualization of a given
polity is not a neutral accident, but a purposeful choice.
In the case of the Achaemenid Empire, the maps currently
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There is reason to suspect that the medical
condition of Amenhotep the Great late in life and
surviving elements of correspondence between the Hittite
king, Hattusili, and the Egyptian pharaoh, Ramses, reflect
purely medical applications of mandragora that
complement the theological interest expressed during the
Amarna period. It is often impossible to separate
theological and medical considerations in the ancient
world and both areas should be given due consideration, a
new and valuable approach that was the subject of a
research proposal made wupon my nomination as
Rockefeller Fellow in the History of Science by Dr. Albert
Hofmann, Director of Natural Products Research for
Sandoz Pharmaceuticals in Basle, Switzerland, a member
of the nominating committee for Nobel Prizes in Science
who has maintained an ongoing interest in this research in
progress. The same premise was accepted in private
discussions with Richard Evans Schultes, Director of the
Havard Botanical Museum, who invited the publication of
the current research through the Harvard Botanical
Series. Of increasing interest are reports of research
conducted within the new republics of the southern
steppes of the former Soviet Union as well as a Chinese
report that has announced the discovery in eastern Asia
of a previously unknown subspecies related to the
Mesopotamian ‘Namtar’ or mandragora plant that is
known to contain the chemical substance that would give
the results found in the Egyptian mummies examined by
the researchers in Munich. All this suggests the need for
a reconsideration of the Iranian sacred Haoma, and its
possible relationship with a plant that was widely
distributed across the steppes of Asia and the fertile
lands of Mesopotamia and would have been well known to
the ancestors of modern Iranians before, as well as after,
they moved to the plateau of Iran.
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mandragora plant brought to Egypt from Asia during the
reign of Thutmose lll, is the likely botanical source of the
substance identified as empirical formula C17H2INO4;
mol. wt. 303.36, reported by the research group in
Munich. Without additional supporting evidence for trade
between the New and Old World before the discoveries of
Columbus, New World plants should be discounted as the
likely source of the substance found in Munich.

Ephedra is well known to traditional Iranian religion
but other plants also have been advanced as the sacred
Haoma of ancient Iran including Syrian rue, a candidate
advanced at the University of California in their series of
publications on Near Eastern Studies (Haoma and
Harmaline, Vol. 21, University of California Publications,
1989); a theory that | later reviewed in Pharmacy in
History, published by the American Institute of the
History of Pharmacy (Vol. 33, 1991, no. 3, pp. 153-154).
For a thorough consideration of the identity of the
original Iranian Haoma, it may prove important to
consider the evidence of the ‘Golden Throne’ of Egypt for
it may answer some of our questions and project Iranian
considerations into the scientific argument unfolding in
Europe. The evidence provided by ancient Egyptian
sources is little short of superb and can be connected
with additional evidence provided by Mesopotamian
sources. In his Assyrian_Herbal, Reginald Campbell
Thompson proposed a Sumerian origin to the lexicography
of mandragora that can finally explain the presence of a
cuneiform tablet dedicated to the story of the
Mesopotamian god Namtar discovered in the royal
archives of Akhetaten. The explanation is similar to John
Riddle’s, “Iran’s Gift to Civilization,” the story of the
huluppu tree of Mesopotamia. The Namtar tablet, while
a theological text on the surface is, at the same time, a
pharmacy story in which the power of the god is in the
plant that bears his name.
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possible to identify it even after many centuries.
Alexander T. Shulgin, a chemist on the faculty of the
University of California, Berkeley, and Chief Research
Scientist at the University of California, San Francisco,
called my attention in 1992, to the publication in
Naturwissenschaften (79: 358), of “First Identification of
Drugs in Egyptian Mummies,” authored by Balabanova,
Parsche, and Pirsig, in Munich, Germany. Shulgin pointed
out that the empirical formula and molecular weight of
scopolamine (C17H21NO4; molecular weight 303.36), a
substance known to be present in the plant depicted on
the ‘Golden Throne,’ is exactly the same as that of the
substance discovered by the research group in Munich.
The German researchers, however, proposed a surprising
botanical candidate as the likely source of the substance
they found, a plant that has no known presence in Egypt
before the New World discoveries of Columbus. The first
identification published by the researchers in Munich has
been followed by several more publications both in
Naturwissenschaften and Lancet. The identification has
been accepted as a working premise by researchers in
Britain and, as a result, a variety of new theories
suggesting pre-Columbian intercontinental trade routes
between the Old and New Worlds have sprung up in the
aftermath of the original publication from Munich. The
difficulty for those who hold this view is the lack of trade
items in stone, metal, pottery and other durable
materials that one could well expect to find as supporting
evidence of a substantial intercontinental trade. We are
left with a picture of trade that would be limited to only
one or two plants and nothing else, hardly convincing.
The plant that was a principal focus of the 1986-87,
A.l.H.P. expedition, Mandragora officinarum L., is known
to contain scopolamine and therefore does fit exactly
the results of the analyses published by the Munich
research group; therefore, it is far more likely that the
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that he published in 1921 under the title, “Alrunen
(Mandragora) i det gamle Agyte,” but Heide’s correct
identification seems not to have been noticed by the
German botanist Ludwig Keimer when he published his
authoritative text, Die Gartenpflanzen im Alten Agypten,
in 1924. Keimer later gave evidence of a private revision
of his original position through an offhand remark made
during a luncheon speech in Cairo during the 1950s.
Through a grant provided by the American Institute of the
History of Pharmacy, | conducted an archaeobotanical
survey of Egypt during the winter of 1986-87, in order to
more clearly establish evidence of the presence and role
of this Asian plant introduced to ancient Egypt during the
reign of Thutmose Ill. Results of that expedition and a
history of the various identifications made over the years
in scholarly publications were presented at the Oriental
Institute of the University of Chicago, on February 3,
1987, as a part of the “Centennial Celebration of the
Discovery of Akhetaten (Amarna),” the ancient capital of
Egypt during its first period of experimentation with
monotheistic religion. The results of the research were
presented under the title, “Mandragora in the Amarna
Age: Aphrodisiacs and the Conception of Pharaoh.”

A new chapter in research that focuses on chemistry
has opened since the University of Chicago conference
and has raised new questions, questions that should lead
to a reconsideration of the identity of the original sacred
Haoma of the ancient Iranians. At the First International
Scientific Congress of Ethnopharmacology held in
Strasbourg, France, in 1990, Norman Bisset of the Royal
School of Pharmacy at the University of London, pointed
out the presence of scopolamine in the evidence | had
collected, a substance with known applications in
medicine. Bisset remarked that scopolamine was
relatively stable and expressed optimism that it may be
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unequalled beauty in the artifacts. For four years, from
1922 until 1926 when the “Golden Mask’ was revealed in
the innermost sarcophagus, the ‘Golden Throne’ held
sway over the imagination of the world as the most
beautiful object of ancient Egypt’s past. What has
attracted nearly all the attention is the mesmerizing
ritual scene depicted on the forward facing panel of the
chair against which Tutankhamen would rest his back.
Virtually ignored is the reverse side of the back of the
throne that faces away from the pharaoh where it would
not be seen, a place where the fruits of a botanical
newcomer to Egypt first detailed in the botanical chapel
of Thutmose 11l are prominently displayed. The botanical
artistic depictions on the ‘Golden Throne’ are augmented
by many similar depictions on other objects buried with
the king. Although well known from later sources, this
exotic plant has an enigmatic history in ancient Egypt and
has been the subject of academic debate in a variety of
disciplines that first opened in the field of lexicography in
1882, when Heinrich Brugsch made an identification in his
Wérterbuch, later explained in his article, “Die Alraune
als altdgyptische Zauberpflanze,” published in 1891.
Brugsch’s theory was over turned by Henri Gauthier in
1904 through his publication of a tour de force entitled,
“Le Nom  Hieroglyphique de  [U’Argile  Rouge
d’Elephantine.” This closed the opening round of the
debate without establishing a clear name for the plant in
hieroglyphic Egyptian. Although other lexicographical
candidates have been offered since, none has proved
compelling. A firm identification of this botanical
newcomer to Egypt was further delayed by a
misidentification of a botanical specimen by Percy
Newberry in 1899, who confused the fruits of the plant
with Egypt’s familiar sacred Persea tree (Mimusops
schimperi L.). A correct identification was made by Frits
Heide after an examination of a bas relief in Copenhagen
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The ‘Golden Throne’ of Tutankhamen and the
Sacred Haoma of Persia: Research in Progress

The Egyptian pharaoh, Thutmose lll, has been called
the ‘Napoleon’ of ancient Egypt as a result of his
conquests in Asia that pushed the northeastern border of
Egypt all the way to the Euphrates river during the middle
of the 2™ millennium B.C.. He commemorated his
conquests through the erection of a new chapel at Egypt’s
greatest temple, Karnak. Among the flora depicted on
the walls of the new chapel that detailed the botanical
acquisitions brought to Egypt from the many lands of
western Asia is an exotic plant that became a favorite of
the families who ruled Egypt in the centuries following
Thutmose. When Howard Carter uncovered the tomb of
Tutankhamen in 1922, the world was presented with
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architecture, cylinder and stamp sealings, statuary, and
metallurgical inventory will be reviewed ( Lamberg-
Karlovdky 1994). Recent archaeological surveys in
Margiana have revealed the presence of numerous
nomadic encampments ion the vicinity of the BMAC with
the pastoral nomads of the Eurasiatic steppes ( Gubaev,
Koshelenko and Tois 1998).

Of outstanding significance is the fact that BMAC
material: seals, pottery metal artificats, stone bowls, and
statuary, have recovered from sites in Iran (Hiebert and
Lamberg-Karlovsky 1992). From the cemetery at Shahdad
a large number of BMAC artifacts have been recovered
from individual tombs, while at Hissar a considerable
number of BMAC artifacts have been recovered from
Period 11IB. BMAC artifacts have also been recovered from
Khinaman, Yahya, Susa, as well as from the sites of Sibri,
and Quetta in Pakistan Baluchistan. My paper shall discuss
the chronology and the nature of the relations that
brought the BMAC into contact with contemporary
cultures in Iran. My presentation will be illustrated with
slides and will review the evidence as well as the specific
theories advanced by Russian and Turkman archaeologists
concerning the nature of the BMAC and its cultural
relations with Iran. | shall also review our recent results
pertaining to the metallurgical analysis of the Bronze Age
metals we recovered from Tepe Yahya and address the
relations between the metallurgical technology of Iran
and Central Asia with regard to the beginnings of the use
of tin-bronze alloying (Thornton, Lamberg-Karlovsky, et.
al. 2002.
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Central Asia and Iran at the End of the Third
Millennium B.C.

Over the past three decades extensive
archaeological excavations in Turkmenistan and in
Uzbekistan have uncovered a remarkable cultural
complex referred to as the Bactria-Margiana
Archaeological Complex (hereafter BMAC).  This
archaeological culture ca. 2200-1800 B.C. is best known
from the excavations of Gonur, and Togolok in
Turkmenistan (Sarianidi 1998, 2002) and Sapelli and
Djarkutan (Askarov and Shirinov 1993) in Uzbekistan. A
review of this cultural complex including the
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Georgia all these painted wares should not start before
the fourth century BC. But as these painted wares may
have evolved from earlier Iranian painted traditions, they
may be slightly older in Iran than in the North.

However, there is no doubt, that this pottery
tradition goes on into the Hellenistic period. Zahak Qaleh,
a stronghold near Hashtrud in Iran, which is being
restored by the East Azarbaijan Cultural Heritage
Department, might be identified as the ancient city Vera.
The site is covered with this kind of Western Triangle
Ware, likewise the site of Ruyan Duyah near Ardabil.
From the evidence at Artashat, Arinberd and Gavur Qaleh
Araxes we know that fortifications are now built in a
different style to those of earlier periods. Fortification
walls were designed in a zigzag pattern. Traditions from
the Achaemenian period such as the column bases or
capitals merged with Greek traditions in this period.

Conclusions

In Transcaucasia there is undoubted Achaemenid
influence in architecture, metalwork and pottery. Many
sites show settlement in this period. The Achaemenid
empire was certainly in control of these regions.

The Achaemenids must have been in control of
northwestern Iran too, but at present monuments of the
Achaemenian period are scarce. It is to be hoped, that
with every year more evidence for the period in question
will be uncovered by excavations of the Iranian Cultural
Heritage Organization. The excavations at Zahak Qaleh
and other sites may add new evidence to this still
enigmatic period.
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Achaemenian period, and perhaps more closely the hall
at Godin Tepe (5 x 6 columns).

Other evidence in Armenia is less spectacular. Ter
Martirosov excavated at Beniamin near Gyumri several
palaces, which are dated from the Achaemenian to the
Hellenistic-Roman period. Tombs, which can be dated by
their contents to the Achaemenian period, are abundant,
but rarely published. For example, in the far north-east
of Armenia, close to the Azerbaijan border in the village
of Jujevan, district of Novemberian, tombs with
Achaemenian jewellery and pottery were found.

Better is the situation in Georgia and Azerbaijan
Republic. Furtwaengler excavated a palace in rather
fragmentary condition at Gumbati in eastern Georgia,
whose plan does not resemble those of known
Achaemenian buildings. The pottery and the fluted
column bases, however, are of Achaemenian type and
date. The pottery from Gumbati shows some fine
Achaemenian shapes like phialae.

Late Achaemenian Period

This period is represented by the appearance of
painted pottery all over the region, which was first
recognized by Dyson at Hasanlu and called Triangle Ware.
There is still no agreement about when this period started
and when it ended. Dyson distinguishes between Classic
Triangle and Western Triangle Ware.

Classic Triangle Ware is found in Hasanlu [lIA
(lower). Likewise some sherds were found at Ziviye,
Khezerlu, and Ismail Agha Qal'eh, as well as in the Bukan
region. Western Triangle Ware in sites such as Pasargadae
and Hasanlu IlIA (upper) and li. Sites with this type of
pottery include Yanik Tepe, Ardabil area, the region of
Van, Altintepe, Arinberd, Oshakan, Artashat, Gavur Qal'eh
Araxes, Takht-i Suleiman. Given the evidence from
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century BC comes from burials. Finds on display in
“museums in Iran, in Turkey and Armenia belong to this
period. Only some of the previously settled places were
occupied later. Bastam shows rather limited signs of later
occupation. The situation elsewhere is far from clear, for
example in Hasanlu and Ziviye. The most important
feature is the ongoing Urartian pottery tradition. Some
new shapes come into use now, which clearly belong to
the pottery tradition that has been found farther south in
Media at Nush-i Jan or Ozbaki. These shapes have been
found in an occupation level at Bastam well above the
final Urartian horizon. Similar evidence comes from Van,
where Tarhan excavated a burial cut into the Urartian
level. To this horizon after the end of Urartu may belong
finds from Arinberd, Armavir, Oshakan and Ayanis.

The Achaemenian Period

North of the Hamadan-Kangavar region the
Achaemenian period is an enigma. There is no solid
evidence for the Achaemenian period in northwestern
Iran, only tentative suggestions. Burney claims to have
found a fortress of this period at Haftavan. Summers
dates a fortress at Yanik to the Achaemenian period, but
no details are known.

In Armenia the occupation of the Urartian sites of
Armavir and Arinberd in the Ararat plain went on into the
Achaemenian and Hellenistic period, as both sites show.
From Armavir comes a tablet written in Neo-Elamite
script, which is dated to the 6" century BC. It shows, that
the Achaemenid empire was in firm control of the area.
The Urartian citadel of Arinberd underwent
reconstruction in the Achaemenian period. The main
features were columned halls. The large columned hall at
Arinberd (5 x 6 columns) resembles the Altintepe palace
(3 x 5 columns), which has been dated to the
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some were recently discovered by the Iranian Cultural
Heritage Organization in Eastern and Western Azarbaijan.
The Urartian king Argishti Il led several campaigns to the
east, as victory inscriptions at Shisheh, Razlig, Nashteban
(Eastern Azerbaijan), and Sisian (in southern Armenia)
show. Later under Rusa Il renewed building and
cultivation activity is visible in places like Karmir Blur,
Bastam or Ayanis. Public buildings were furnished with
buttresses and towers and columned halls were
constructed with two rows of columns or pillars.This
archaeological horizon has been observed through survey
at many more sites, especially in Iran. Elite rock cut
tombs are found all over the area. Unfortunately they
have been robbed in modern times and antiquity. To this
horizon belong such sites as Hasanlu HlIB, the fortress of
Bastam, Haftavan lll, Altintepe, Toprakkale, Ayanis,
Karmir-Blur, Arinberd, Armavir, and Horom.

At some time in the middle or the second half of the
seventh century BC the Urartian kingdom was destroyed
by groups of invaders that used mostly socketed bronze
arrowheads instead of the tanged iron arrowheads the
Urartians were used to. This situation can now be traced
very nicely at Ayanis. These may have been Cimmerians,
Scythians, or Medes. Places like Karmir Blur, Armavir,
Altintepe, Bastam and Ayanis went up in flames. Ziviye
was probably burnt down likewise. Zendan-i Suleiman was
abandoned too. The evidence from Hasanlu IlIB is unclear.

After the Urartian collapse

The period after the Urartian collapse we must call
a dark age. In northwestern Iran, eastern Anatolia and
Transcaucasia evidence for the period after the
destruction of the Urartian sites does not come from
settlements or fortresses, as there are hardly any. Most of
the evidence in the second half of the 7% or in the 6%
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After the Urartian Collapse in Northwestern
Iran:

The Achaemenian Enigma

The Urartian Period

Till about the middle of the seventh century BC
large parts of north-western Iran, eastern Anatolia and
Transcaucasia belonged to the kingdom of Urartu. This
has been specially proven through cuneiform inscriptions;
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both a result of and an impetus for the development of
centralized polities, drew the inhabitants of greater
Mesopotamia into an increasingly integrated regional
economy and had the paradoxical effect of making
populations more alike through calibrating their systems
of value but also making them more conscious of their
differences, now easily expressed and measured in terms
of unequal access to wealth and the means of its
production. Importantly, this paradox is reflected in
fourth millennium material culture assemblages, which
became in some ways more similar, as did the pottery
assemblages and glyptic iconography of Susiana and
Sumer, but in other ways became quite different, as did
the archaic texts from Sumer and the proto-Elamite texts
from lIran. Arguing that these trends are contradictory
only within a framework of rigidly bounded cultures, this
paper develops a theory of how specific material
differences emerge within an increasingly unified field of
social relationships. This theory is then applied to the
interpretation of evidence for social-and cultural change
in southwest Iran during the fourth millennium BC.
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Nicholas Kouchoukos

Cloth and culture in fourth millennium BC
southwest Asia

The appearance in southwestern Iran during the
fourth millennium BC of artifacts, architecture and
iconography bearing strong similarities to southern
Mesopotamian exemplars has motivated much discussion
of population movements between the two regions as
vectors of cultural change. Though they invoke a wide
range of driving forces, such as colonialism, trade,
diaspora or drift, migration theories share one key
feature: they posit ancient southwest Asia as a mosaic of
bounded cultures, each marked by a distinctive material
culture assemblage. Working from the assumption, well-
supported both by ethnography and by everyday
experience, that one fixable cultural boundary is
inevitably crosscut by several others, this paper attempts
to understand cultural boundaries as always incomplete
processes rather than established facts and to analyze the
circumstances under which they come into being and
structure social life. Accomplishing this requires a shift in
perspective away from comparative description of
cultural assemblages toward an analysis first of regional
and interregional political economy and then of local
history. The potential merit of such an approach is
demonstrated for the fourth millennium BC by showing
that this period was marked by the emergence and rapid
spread throughout southwest Asia of woolen cloth as an
object and a medium of value. This change, which was
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and museum collections. REALM is a flexible but highly
structured and fully integrated system for storing
artifactual, environmental, textual and contextual
information as well as photographs, drawings, map
representations and multi-spectral satellite images.
Unlike conventional databases and geographic information
systems, REALM employs an object-based, relational data
model that is easily extensible to new types of
information and can be queried at a range of scales (e.g.
site, region, continent) and within different referential
frames (e.g. Cartesian, local, relational). As REALM is
built entirely from open source software components, it
may be distributed free of charge, and it can be installed
easily on any modern computer platform. A web-based
interface, furthermore, allows a single REALM installation
to be accessed over the internet, facilitating centralized
development and maintenance of the system while aiding
research and decision making by geographically dispersed
research groups and institutions. The power and potential
of REALM will be demonstrated through two case studies.
First, we will show how REALM has been used by a joint
Iranian-American research project to integrate and
analyze the highly fragmentary survey record from the
Susiana plain. This record consists of field notes, maps,
photographs and artifact collections made by more than
twenty separate projects over more than a century and
now housed in universities and museums around the
world. Our discussion will highlight the power of REALM to
accommodate diverse systems of description and
classification, multiple and often contradictory
observations, and highly complex landscape features.
Second, we will describe an ongoing project at the
National Museum where REALM is being used to catalogue
and organize survey collections in order to facilitate
access by curators, scholars and teachers.
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A relational archaeological landscape model for
management and analysis of cultural resources

In this paper we describe and demonstrate REALM, a
web-based system for the representation and analysis of
archaeological data from excavations, regional surveys
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they have friendly connections with Assyrians. But Assyr
was always a great danger and they have hided their
treasures in Kalmakara because of their fear of Assyrians.

The study of these objects have shown a new name
for a regional state which opens window to new Medes
and Achamenids Archacology.
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in the lands between this two ranges. The Luristan silvers
were provided in region, but the first date of silver use in
the region is still unknown.

The motives of Luristan art is affected by mature
and its aspects. These effects can be seen in made by
signs animals and Human motives. Bedsides luristan art is
under its neighbors effects. Among Kalmakara motives,
there is only one flower (Lutos) and the others are
animals (Lions, egals, geats, fish,...). These motives are
under the Mesopotamiam, Elamites and even Mamas
religion and traditions. Luristanians have used these
peoples motives and symbols.

The techniques of Luristan Artists contain hammer
harden, moulding, engraving and welding. These objects
have ornamental, religious and ceremonial roles.

Their making techniques are a mixture of native
Luristan, Mesopotamian (Assyrian), Elamite, Symerians,
Sakkas and Urartian Arts. This mixture has been
established because of Symerians and Sakkas migration to
region and their connections with Luristan artists.

On the some of these objects are seen inscriptions
of ancient Aramies, New Assyrian & Elamite.

In these inscriptions, person names are written.
With the name of their five generations. The Chives of
Second generation have been named "Samatura” in the
inscriptions. Most of Kalmkara objects are belonged to
this king. Their special names let us to relate the
kalmakara treasure to a regional state, but the name of
the place of Samatura is unknown. Probably, Samatura is
the name of small states which had great states and
under the rule of llypies kings.F.Valla is named them as
Samaties kings.

In the text, It's discussed that these states were
Medes. Although, their culture is so similar to Elamite
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The Influence Of Symbolic And Mythological
Themes Of Lurestan On Kalamakareh Cave’s
Metal Objects

There are years from the day that a native hunter

who was hunting discovered" Kalmakara cave” in 15 Km of
"Puldokhtar Malavy" in luristan. Now, after years a lot of
discussious have been done about this historical - Natural
cave.

The discoveriy in the cave contain dishes, Rythons,
Human and animal Sculpures, golden masks, maces places
and bosses which are important because of their
aesthcties and archacological aspects. Most of these
objects are made of silver and a few are made of gold.
Probably in ancient Middle East silver was the economic
standard and because of that the most of objects in
Kalmakara are made of silver.

Geological surveys have shown a lot of plumb ago
and silver reserves in the Zagros and Alborz Mountains and
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smaller "than in counterpart Assyro-Babylonian texts,
because the number of signs in use at Persepolis is
smaller and the syllabary of the Persepolis script has few
homophonous values. The Persepolis texts offer more
occasions for special kinds of spelling variation, for
example, in - representing Iranian  words, or
morphographemic spellings of Iranian words with Elamite
grammatical morphemes.

Variations in phrasing and syntax associated with
individual writers, including the possibility of calques on
Iranian phrases.

Variations in sign-forms associated with individual
writers, that is, the evidence of individual handwriting
that can be detected and described.

Variations in the physical properties of tablets
associated with individual writers: size, shape, layout of
the contents. '

The possibility of verifying (or rejecting) the
assumption that Formula T names the writers of the
cuneiform tablets. If that is verified (or not rejected), the
possibility of identifying other texts that lack Formula T
as the work of known scribes.

The relationship (if any) between the two- and
three-part subscripts of Persepolis tablets and the two-
part subscripts in the Aramaic letters of Arsham, satrap of
Egypt about a century later, in the reign of Darius Il
(Driver 1965; Porten and Yardeni 1986: 92-130).

Since Hintamukka is named far more often than any
other writer, his tablets are the object of first attention.

References
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Elamite cuneiform text on the clay tablet. If that is so,
about 230 Persepolis tablets can be identified as the
handiwork of named writers.

The Persepolis tablets name more than 75 of these
scribes:

--Among about 5,000 Persepolis Fortification tablets
treated by Hallock, both published (Hallock 1969) and
unpublished (texts cited from Hallock’s transliterations as
NN-), 179 texts of Categories T and H have subscripts.
These name 47 or 50 individuals in Formula T, 20 of them
more than once, and one (Hintamukka [= Iranian
*Hindauka]) more than 50 times.

--Formula T also appears in 27 Fortification texts of
other categories, naming 18 individuals, 4 of them more
than once; 9 of them also appear in Formula T in texts of
Category T and H.

--Among about 125 Treasury tablets treated by
Cameron (1948, 1958, 1965), 30 have subscripts, naming
16 individuals in Formula T, 3 of them identical with
scribes of Fortification texts.

Lewis (1994: 27) mentioned variations in the
practice of individual scribes, including differences of
phrasing or of spelling that can be seen in transliteration.
This paper will report first results of examining the work
of individual scribes on the tablets themselves. These
topics will be discussed and illustrated:

The distribution of the various forms of subscripts in
time (and perhaps in space), and the distribution of the
work of individual writers (that is, men named in formula
T) in time, according to administrative function and
perhaps according to place; these distributions were
partly sketched by Lewis (1994: 27).

Variations in spelling associated with individual
writers. The possible range of recognizable variation is
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Formula T, Formula P, Formula D, and Formula H (e.g.,
Hinz 1971: 310; Lewis 1977: 9 n. 38; Vallat 1994 267,
269); where PN = name of a person:

Formula T = a form of the phrase PN talli-, "“PN
wrote”

Formula P = a form of the phrase PN patikamad li-,
“PN delivered p.”

Formula D = a form of the phrase dumme PN-
- ikkimar du-, "received d. from PN’

Formula H = a form of the phrase halmi [i- ‘received
a sealed document/a sealed document was received”

Among the Fortification texts, some receipts
connected with the same high-ranking individuals (texts
of Hallock’s Category H) also end with these phrases.
Texts of Categories T and H typically end with two or
three of these phrases in .combinations termed
“subscripts” (e.g., Hallock 1969: 51; Lewis 1994:26;
Vallat 1994:267: "apostilles”). Formula T also appears
alone, not in a combined subscript, in a few Persepolis
texts of other types (Categories C;, C4, C6, D, E, G, K and
P).

There is incomplete agreement on how to analyze
the vocabulary of these phrases, how to translate them,
and how to understand the realities to which the phrases
refer. Al commentators agree with Henning (apud
Gershevitch 1952: 142) that Elamite patikamad, like
Aramaic ptgm, transcribes Old - Iranian patigQma-,
“message,” but they disagree with each other on the
implication -of Formula P. Most, but not all, agree that
Elamite dumme is ‘a nominal form cognate with du-,
“receive,” but still disagree on the meaning of Formula D.
All, ‘however, agree that Formula T means “PN wrote,”
and that it identifies the person who actually wrote the
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The Hands of Hintamukka and Other Writers of
Persepolis Administrative Texts

Among the Achaemenid Elamite texts from the
Persepolis Fortification ' and the Persepolis Treasury,
letters that transmit orders from high-ranking individuals
(texts of Category T in the classification of Hallock 1969:
50-53) end with phrases that name the'aides who wrote
and transmitted the orders. They are sometimes called
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remarked, that at that time painting and large scale
sculpture didn’t rank among the most important artistic
media - like it is in western Europe today. In spite other
devices as for example poetry or dance might have been
of far greater importance.




Abstract of papers presented 57

just as they are described in Greek records. The
delegations represented on the staircases of Artaxerxes |
offer cloaks respectively trousers only instead of the
whole costume. The honorary function of the whole
garment was no longer born in mind. Isolated figures were
copied quite arbitrarily from older models, without
regarding their former context.

As a conclusion it can be stated, that to the
Achaemenid emperors relief did not serve as a medium to
transmit political intentions to the observer. Regarding
decorative art not even being employed for propaganda in
the residences in the center of the empire, why then
should it have been used for these purposes in the
provinces ? Generally speaking, during the Achaemenid
reign large scale decorative art was only produced in
regions, where it had a tradition lasting for centuries or
even millenia. By decorating the residences with these
pictorial programs, somehow the Achaemenids gave way
to the cultural pressure radiating from the neighbouring
regions. Therefore it can be concluded, that the cultural
influence in means of large scale decorative art did not
emerge from the center into the provinces, but from the
provinces into the center.

Considering Asia Minor, it was subjected to a
completely individual development, which is as well
differing in importance regionally. The almost canonic
presentation of - in comparison to the Greek mainland -
exceptional topics is based on the aristocratic society of
Asia Minor and its consent, what is essential in a noble
way of life, But the images used to illustrate these ideals,
hunting scenes, combats or symposia, were not inspired
or even ordered by the Persian court.

These explanations were not intended to evoke the
idea of the Persian heartland being a culturally deserted
wasteland in Achaemenid times. But it has to be
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Examinations focussing on the most complex pictorial
compositions of royal Achaemenian art - the relief scenes
dealing with the King' s reception and the transportation
of his throne - show a constant repetition. In the course
of this reiteration of the same topics you can observe the
loss of memory about the intention of the images,
including the knowledge about the meaning of several
pictorial details.

The Apadana, for example, presented the meeting
of the provincial representatives with the emperor
surrounded by his deployed household. This encounter has
been the subject of the scene until the central panels
were removed. Since then the depictions covering the
large wings of the staircases were isolated. On later
erected buildings all Apadana-scenes happen to appear,
but they were treated as individual elements, not
embedded into their former, initial context. Servants and
soldiers were often presented as decorations on the
buildings and did, in contrast to the other elements of the
former general composition, not loose much of their
meaning, even when isolated. The situation differs
regarding the imperial group which is again illustrated on
the northern doors of the hall of the hundred columns.
The hazarpatis is presented in the same way as he is in
the scene introducing the ones seeking for an audience at
the Apadama. On the doors though, he is presented
without visitors. The staircases of Artaxerxes | and Il are
in contrast decorated with great numbers of provincial
delegations but not being received by anyone. These
examples illustrate the loss of the descriptive context.
The importance of the message decreased while the
importance of the decorative quality increased.

A similar loss of sense can be traced in the following
details. Several delegations offer honorary clothes to the
King, namely the set of sarapis, anaxyrides and kandys,
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Large Scale Sculpture and Pictorial Propaganda
in the Achaemenid Empire |

The following article contains a summary of the
latest studies dealing with the conventions of depiction
under the Achaemenids and large scale figurative art used
for representational and propaganda purposes in the
Persian Empire. L ‘

Highly exaggerated theories have been established
considering the degree up to which Achaemenid emperors
used art - including large scale sculpture and relief - as
media for representation and propaganda. These theories
have great influence on the interpretation of various
topics presented in Achaemenid imperial art. They also
determine research on the question up to which extent
the Persian emperors were interested at all in enlarging
their domain into the provinces by using propaganda.
Above all the decorative art of Asia Minor gave inspiration
for wrong conclusions based on the thesis that several of
the topics presented in its art - which have no parallels in
the Greek mainland - were intended to communicate
Achaemenid interests into the provinces by image
programs. Certainly the question should have been
considered more closely, why only the western Asia Minor
and a few exceptions like Babylonia, Egypt, Elam or
Phoenicia arose the special interest of the Persian King,
while great areas of the empire stayed without images
throughout the whole period of the Achaemenid reign.
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mutually influencing ways in the Early Dynastic/Proto-
Elamite.
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husbandry. At this time the people of the Zagros had a
lithic tradition distinct from that of western Asia, and
they were supplied with obsidian from the Anatolian
Taurus Mountains. These cultures existed in the lowlands
of Western Iran well before there is archaeological
evidence for contemporary cultures in lower
Mesopotamia. In Northern Mesopotamia, however, there
were contemporary Neolithic cultures. In the Late
Neolithic, Samarran settlers in eastern Mesopotamia
developed irrigation technology and moved southward
along the Zagros, impacting local developments in Deh
Luran and Susiana, as well as providing the basal stage of
the Ubaid of Southern Mesopotamia. This mix, added to
the local cultures in Deh Luran and Susiana, gave rise to
long indigenous (Susiana) sequence that culminated in the
spectacular temple platform and cemetery at Susa.
Earlier, temples and cemeteries appeared at a number of
Ubaid sites in Mesopotamia where there are ceramics in
styles similar to those of Iran. During the mid-fifth
millennium, Ubiad ceramics spread widely across much of
Southwest Asia, and derived styles also penetrated
throughout the Zagros. The local Chalcolithic ceramic
traditions in lran featured elaborate animal, plant and
bird motifs that were inspired by the environment of the
Zagros Mountains. By the end of the Ubaid in
Mesopotamia many sites were abandoned, leaving
isolated shrines on the landscape. By contrast, in Iran,
some sites may have continued to be occupied for a
century or more. When the vibrant Susiana and Bakun
cultures of Iran ended abruptly in a possible ecological
disaster that pervaded much of Southwest Asia,
settlements and populations were greatly reduced. A few
centuries later a new Southern Mesopotamia tradition,
the Uruk, swept over the land, once again briefly joining
the two regions before they went their separate, but
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Interactions Between Western Iran and
Mesopotamia From the 9th ~ 4th Millennia B.C.

The history of settled life is longer in Iran where
villages without ceramics occur throughout the Zagros
Mountain valleys and the adjacent lowlands. In this region
distinctive Pre-Ceramic Neolithic cultures developed,
with an early economy of rain-fed agriculture animal
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trade network, allegedly to ensure the raw material
supply for a steadily growing economy in the lowland.
Much of the metal traded derived from mines and
industrial centers on the Iranian Plateau, and trade in
semiprecious stones and artefacts was equally mediated
there. The expansion of Uruk trade to the highlands, Iran
and Anatolia, has usually been understood as an imperial
colonization process, and Uruk-related sites in the
highlands were regarded as trade diasporas and small
outposts within a foreign environment. In the Iranian
Zagros, Godin Tepe V serves as example for such a small
trading outpost, while highland centers such as Tepe Sialk
near Kashan were regarded as trading centers in contact
with the Uruk world.

New evidence for highland-lowland relations stems
from the excavations at the industrial center Arisman,
located on the Iranian Plateau about 60 km southeast of
Kashan and Tepe Sialk. The investigation of the site
carried out in cooperation between the Iranian Cultural
Heritage Organization and the Eurasia Department of the
German Archaeological Institute since 2000 has yielded
ample evidence for industrial scale metal production
during the Sialk IV period, towards the end of the fourth
millennium BC. Seals and prestigious items attest the
wealth accumulated from the metal crafts.

The affiliation of the Arisman population with the
Mesopotamian Uruk culture will be investigated and
alternative long distance relations will be discussed.
While the participation of Arisman in a long distance
trade system that relied on counting and sealing as it was
in use in the Mesopotamian lowland is evident, the
combination of glyptic and ceramic evidence will allow a
more diferentiated interpretation of the site within a
model of balanced trade between the lranian highland
sites and the lowland Uruk culture.
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Iranian-German Research Project on Ancient
Mining and Metallurgy on the Western Iranian
Plateau.

New evidence on Iranian-Mesopotamian
relations during the Late Chalcolithic period
from the Iranian-German excavations at

Arisman

The era of state formation during the Uruk period in

Mesopotamia

brings, amongst many other

transformations, the development of a wide reaching
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decades _ there is a substantial increase in Babylonian-
type graves in Susa. In this light, the hypothesis that
Babylonians emigrated to one of the capitals of the
sukkalmah, therefore begins to make sense.
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Terre d'accueil after the Hittite Raid on Babylon

Archaeological and textual evidence show that the
southern part of the Mesopotamian alluvial plain was
progressively deurbanized after year 10 of Samsuiluna,
king of Babylon and son of Hammurabi. Twenty years
later the same king lost the central part of the plain but
we have little information about what happened to the
population after these events. Finally, after the Hittite
raid on the capital, there is not a single bit of evidence of
any kind of occupation on any site on the plain where
excavations have been conducted. According to certain
indirect sources, there should have been some activity in
Babylon soon after its supposed destruction by Murshili
but the whole country re-emerged from darkness only
after the Kassite kings gained total control of the area.

The most striking observation is that after the fall
of Babylon there appeared in Susa a very specific
technical feature in pottery manufacture. This feature
was previously unknown in Susa but had been attested in
Babylonia for about two hundred years. The question then

is: did Babylonian people _ some of them being potters L
emigrate to Susa which was still an important center?

Another observation points in the same direction. In
research still in progress we have observed that during
this very same time _ corresponding to the late Old
Babylonian and the immediate post-Old Babylonian
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uninscribed (but sealed) tablet artifacts. Published
estimates of the total number of extant clay tablets (both
inscribed and anepigraphic) range between 20,000 and
30,000. These figures are only approximate, in the
absence to date of a systematic and comprehensive
inventory of all the tablets and tablet fragments.
Whatever the precise tally, the Fortification archive
remains one of the largest dating to the first millennium
B.C. so far excavated in ancient western Asia.

The Persepolis Fortification Tablet Seal Project is a
long-term project to document the seals used on the
2,087 tablets published by Richard Hallock in 1969
(Persepolis Fortification Texts, OIP 92, Chicago 1969).
Volume 1 of a projected three volume catalogue was
published in 2001 (M.B. Garrison and M.C. Root, Seals on
the Persepolis Fortification Tablets, Volume I: Images of
Heroic Encounter, OIP 117, Chicago 2001). This paper will
review the current state of the project to publish the
seals used on the PF tablets and provide an overview of
the nature of the seal images that will appear in volumes
Il and Ill. The paper will also explore briefly the
implications of this material for our understanding of art
and artistic process at the heart of the empire during one
of its most productive periods.
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Seals on the Persepolis Fortification Tablets: A
Progress Report

The seals preserved in the Persepolis Fortification
archive represent one of the most critical resources for
the study of the art and social history of the early
Achaemenid Persian Empire. The Fortification archive is
dated (by means of date formulae in many of the texts)
to the period 509-494 B.C. in the reign of Darius I. The
Fortification archive consists of inscribed tablets and also
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Northern khorassan has been surveyed in four
seasons in 1998-99,2002 & 2003 (Garazhian & Papoli,2002)
by the authors. In these surveys three sites in Daregaz,
two in Quchan, one in Neishabour (despite of 3 metres
sediments in this valley), one in Sabzevar & one in
Samalghan have been recognized with the Cheshme Ali
kind of potteries in their surfaces.

These potteries have similarities with Iran Central
plateau ones in technique and motives but most of them
have buff core. Although, Sialk Il potteries of north
Khorassan have the form of Sialk | potteries.

In general, Sialk Il potteries of northern Khorassan
are coarser than the similar ones in Central Iran.
According to the differences and similarities of Sialk Il
potteries in Northern Khorassan, Southern Turkmenistan
and Central Iran the hypothesis of a native tradition can
be proposed.

In this paper, authors introduce the new recognized
sites of northern khorassan and they consider the
hypothesis of cultural connections with use of
Ethnoarchaeological viewpoints.

Bibliography-

- Garajian,O. & Leila Papoli, The comparative study of
settlement pattern & hierarchy in Dargaz plain,
International conference of nomads civilization in
Central Asia,Samarkand,Uzbekistan, September,2002

- Harris, D., New Excavations at Jetiun,Turkmenistan the
First. Five Years;New Archaeological Discoveries in
Asiatic Russia and central Asia, Sent - Petersburg;
1994; 14-16
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narrow and parallel valleys with northwestern-
southeastern directions. Contemporary khorassan cities
are located in these valleys.

Northern and central khorassan is located between
two areas of Central Iranian Plateau and Central Asia,
which are archaeologically important.

Several surveys and excavations have been done in
these two areas; but in northern khorassan only one
survey has been done before 1978 which has been
remained unfinished (Kohl & Heskel, 1980).

Late Neolithic and calcolithic sites in southern
Turkmenia have similar potteries with Central Iranian
Plateau. This kind of pottery is called Cheshmeh Ali, Sialk
I or Anau la kind (Sarianidi,1971; Harris,1994;
Kholopina, 1981).

In recent years, similarities between architectural
plans, social structures and material cultures in Iranian
central plateau and Central Asia have caused the
hypothesis of cultural connections between the areas in
early Calcolithic period ( for example the analogy
between Zagheh and Ilgynly plans: Berezkin &
Solovyana,1998).

This hypothesis has been first considered by
McCown. He emphasizes that the similarity of potteries
has been originated by the cultural connections between
the areas of Central Iran and Central Asia by the way of
northern Khorassan (McCown,1942). His idea has not been
proved or rejected because of the lack of information
about khorassan prehistoric sites.
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Khorassan heights valleys settlements role in
Iran-Central Asia cultural connections in
Cheshmeh Ali(Sialk II,Anau Ia) period

Northern and central khorassan heights (Kopet Dagh
& Binalood) are connected to Alborz from the west side
and Hindukosh from the east. These ranges have formed
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Georgia and Achaemenid Empire.

Recent archaeological finds point to the fact that
south Caucasia was thoroughly included in the borders of
Achaemenid Empire from the end of the 6" century BC.

The topography of remains of ‘Achaemenid palaces
on the territories of present Georgia, Azerbaijan and
Armenia reflects territorial -administrative division of the
country carried out by the Persian establishment.

In the 6™ - 4™ cc. BC Georgian culture experienced
important changes both in material and spiritual spheres
and all these changes are more or less caused by Persian
influence.

After the fall of the Achaemenid Empire, in the end
of 4" ¢ BC a new Georgian sate is formed in Caucasia -
Kartli Kingdom, which from some point of view, is the

descendant of the Achaemenids: ancient Georgian
written source reports that the first king of Kartli
Parnavaz arranged his state similarly to the: Persian
Kingdom.

Historical realities confirm the truth of this
message.
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interpreted as the main reason for the harsh punishment
of Elam after its defeat.

This paper will try to avoid oversimplifications such
as these. Apart from a closer look at Assyria's political
objectives, the focus will be on the developments of the
ruling house of Elam. | intend to outline that within little
more than half a century internal struggles among Elam's
senior members gradually undermined their own position
until the dynasty lost their power completely. Hastened
by the defeats against Assyrian armies the process
resulted in the degradation of the Elamite kings to mere
warlords and in the total breakdown of any order, leaving
Elam in a most helpless condition, neither able to defend
itself nor to negotiate or to keep a peace agreement.

Thanks to the Elamite chaos the Assyrians were
victorious on the battlefield but at the same time unable
to end the war and reacted in the way they knew best ---
with interventions of increasing violence.

The Elamite demise cannot be interpreted as a clash
of civilizations. Outside pressure certainly had its impact,
but for the most part it was a home made catastrophe.
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However incomplete and inadequate the written
records of the Neo-Elamite history may be, they provide
much more information on this period than we have of
any other era of the long Elamite history. We even get
insights into the internal developments of the Elamite
ruling elite. During the third and second millennium B.C.
Elam had been one of the great powers of the Ancient
Near East. In the first millennium Elam's fate was
determined by its uneasy relationship with its threatening
western neighbour, the Neo-Assyrian empire. Now the
Elamite rulers concentrated all their efforts on the
protection of their independence, and they changed their
strategies to keep their overpowerful neighbour at bay
several times.

For almost a century phases of all out war and
peaceful coexistence succeeded one another. Between
653 and 646 a decisive battle and subsequent Assyrian
invasions brought about the total collapse of the Elamite
kingdom and the sack of Susa, its most important urban
center.

Using the sources in a more superficial manner
these tragic events can be seen as something that
imposed itself on Elam from the outside as the inevitable
result of a purely military confrontation between two
kingdoms of unequal strength, whereby the more
powerful swallowed the inferior, or even as a clash of
cultures, the Elamite and the Mesopotamian represented
by Assyria.

The Assyrian claim to world domination, expressed
by her kings in virtually all their official written
documents, might suffice as the main motive behind the
Assyrian willingness to completely destroy its eastern
neighbour.

Moreover, the repeated Elamite support for anti-
Assyrian rebellions in nearby Babylonia could be
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Who destroyed the Neo-Elamite kingdom?

The Neo-Elamite kingdom has existed at least from
743 until the second half of the 7th century in the region
of what is now Khuzistan. For this period the very few
written sources available from Elam proper add nothing
to our knowledge of historical developments. Instead the
sequence of events is attested in sources of Assyrian and
to a much lesser degree of Babylonian provenance.

Assyrian royal inscriptions provide the most detailed
but also the most biased accounts, concentrating on what
was regarded as the glorious deeds of the ruling Assyrian
monarch. Additional sources such as letters and
chronicles offer different perspectives, although their
corrective role is restricted to matters of detail.
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Towards an Historical Geography of Susiana in
the Achaemenid Period

In her monograph Verwaltung und Wirtschaft im
persischen Kernland zur Zeit der Achémeniden, H. Koch
uses the evidence of the extensive Achaemenid period
archive of cuneiform administrative texts from Persepolis
to determine the relative location of a large number of
sites in the regions around Persepolis and Susiana. A
detailed comparison of her reconstruction of the territory
of Susiana was undertaken by the presenter taking into
account the comparative evidence of modern sites and
tells found on topographic maps of the region. By this he
was able to determine three fixed points in a roughly
triangular region: (a) ancient Shushin (Susa) = modern
Shush (in the west), (b) ancient Adamshah = modern
Adimishk (in the north) and (c) ancient Shurkutir =
modern Shushtar (in the south-east). Further study of this
triangular area enabled the presenter to postulate the
identification of roughly thirty sites in this region. The
results of this study, accompanied by a map of the
district, are presented in this communication.
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assembled items to give as cherished gifts or sold for cash
(Amir-Moez 2002, Beck 1991). The gathered products are
generally supplementary to other economic activities, but
for some Qashqa’i they are important sources of
nutrition, source of material and cash as well (Amir-Moez
2002). Even this scattered information of nomadic and
settled societies from various areas of Iran, point out
similarities of the traditions, but more exhaustive studies
needed for further comparisons.
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cultural, and social aspects of this interaction. One of
these "invisible" aspects is the gender based division of
labor, and the roles of women in the socio-cultural
organization through their knowledge of the uses of wild
plants. Another important aspect of plant gathering is the
“value" given by a society to particular plants. These non-
utilitarian aspects of wild plant gathering were probably
as important as their utilitarian value for each society,
and recording these aspects in various societies might
help us to create better interpretations of the past, as
well as providing clues to the cultural identity of the local
society.

Some ethno archaeological studies state similar
characteristics for the wild plant gathering for various
necessities in the villages of lran (Horne 1994, Kramer
1982, Watson 1979). Kramer recorded more than 40 wild
plants used for a wide range of medicinal,
pharmaceutical, food and other purposes in central
western Iran (1982). Horne mentions that the villagers in
a small village of northwestern Iran, does not only use the
local vegetation for food, fuel, fodder, but make fences,
mats, brooms, and daily equipments such as spoons, bird
traps, churns, spindles and so on. In addition to these,
plants play an important role in physical and spiritual
health, with herbal medicines, and as a deterrent to the
evil eye (1994). Friedl and Loeffler (1994) report that in a
village in the southern Zagros area of southwest iran,
prior to the early 1960s much of the consumed food came
from hunting and gathering. Anthropologists who studied
nomadic tribe of Qashga’i, informs us that women and
children exploited the terrain along the migratory route,
and especially women gathered wild herbs, fruit, nuts,
medicine, dyes, curing and tanning agents. They stored
dyes, medicines, herbs and spices, and throughout the
year women continually replenish their own supplies and
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this information is rapidly being lost, and the numbers of
local studies are very limited.

Three long term ethnobotanical studies in central
and western regions of Anatolia (Ertug 1998, 2000, and in
press) point out some common traits for wild plants
gathering for food, medicine, fuel, fodder and meeting
other needs of rural communities. For example, farming
and gathering complement each other and the scheduling
of the two do not compete. The women in general start
to work in their gardens in May and collect fresh wild
shoots, leaves and roots as food from October until May-
June. Fuel and fodder are collected during the late
summer and fall, in addition to fruit to dry; reeds to
make mats, containers, baskets; and various grasses for
brooms. Medicinal and aromatic plants and herbal tea
collection can be made in the spring and summer. On the
other hand, it is almost impossible to find two identical
patterns of managing floral opportunities, and some
variations are apparent even within the same area of
study. For example, various local names given to the
same plant in the same region, and while some plants are
known as edible in one village, other villagers treat it as
fodder.

Gathering for food is commonly considered a risk
management technique against potential hunger, and is
closely related to insecurity during the times of scarcity,
such as droughts, epidemics or wars. While this critical
economic aspect of plant gathering is frequently
emphasized, we tend to forget or consider unimportant
the role of wild plants in the daily diet, their maintaining
importance in social life, and its relation to “local taste”
and culinary traditions. '

During these studies we have recorded not only a
vast number of useful plants (about 300-350 species in
each area of fieldwork), but the complex and changing
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Plant Gathering in rural economies: Universal
and Diverse Traits

Until recently archaeologists used to believe that
when people had domesticated their basic food plants
and animals, they stopped both gathering and hunting.
Recently, detailed analysis in archaeological sites, in
addition to ethnobotanical and subsistence base studies in
contemporary rural societies have indicated that probably
many of the earlier ways of obtaining food and materials
are still known and partly practiced today. About ten to
twelve thousand years after domestication, wild plant
gathering is still a lively tradition in Anatolia, as with
great probability in many other Near Eastern countries.
Rural people have accumulated a vast body of knowledge
for the utilization of natural resources, and this
information does not only provide important insights into
past systems, it can also illuminate the future. However,
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d) Further externals will of course reinforce the
identification: the representation of one or more facial
features, dress and finery representing tattoos, jewellery
or attire should be clearly visible. Whether the figurine is
rendered in a realistic or a more stylised way is another
issue.

Thus in order to reach the first aim of the paper the
Neolithic Iranian figurines termed as human should be
reassessed to see if and which criteria outlined above
match the objects. In short all figurines that were
published as human and were found in Neolithic lranian
contexts will be critically examined again.

Secondly, focus will be put on where exactly human
figurines occur in Neolithic Iranian sites. Only throughout
a scrutinized analysis of the archaeological context can
we eventually obtain a more or less satisfying answer to
the question of typology, function, use and spread of
figurines. Keeping of course in mind that an overall
answer covering and satisfying all questions regarding this
topic will very probably never been found.

Nevertheless some archaeologists have tentatively
but very convincingly put forward new ways in which
human figurines could be studied. The study of Iranian
prehistoric human figurines and -in extensio- the figurines
of Greater Mesopotamia, has greatly benefited from Mary
Voigt's work on the Hajji Firuz figurines and Broman
Morales’ work on the ones recovered from Early Sarab.

For this paper, especially Voigt’s theory regarding
the necessity to study material and morphology in close
connection with archaeological contexts of figurines will
be applied here for the Neolithic human figurines found
almost exclusively along the Zagros flanks of Iran . It is
hoped that in this way, more objective waorking
hypotheses and conclusions can be proposed for these
objects.
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Aurelie Daems

Neolithic Human figurines in Iranian contexts :

Neolithic lIran revealed several sites in which
crudely shaped clay objects were recovered. From the
range of these objects known to this date, only human
figurines will be dealt with here in detail.

The purpose of the paper is twofold. Its first aim is
to list criteria that can help elucidate a problem so far
not dealt with in Near Eastern archaeology, that is ‘When
is it a human figurine’. To be able to answer this question
in a satisfying way, a reassessment of the Neolithic clay
objects published as human appears to be essential.
Indeed, for far too long, most often-indeterminable clay
objects of small size have been catalogued as human or
divine for no apparent reason. If one wants to label an
object securely as being a human figurine the object
should at the least fulfil one or a combination of the
following morphological requirements : '

a) The main body, upper and / or lower limbs must
be rendered. Whether the body is represented in a
realistic or stylised way, is not essential in the definition,
as long as minimum one pair of limbs is clearly
represented.

b) The head or at least an indication of a neck
emerging from the main body should be visible.

¢) Should both criteria be absent than it is essential
that the lump be gendered in one way or another, either
by means of incisions or clay applications so as to be able
to define it as human.
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In third chapter of essay 7 examples of scaly dresses
, creased ( crease on crease ) dresses , and dresses with
one naked shoulder have been presented .
At the end of the essay , the sources have been

mentioned .
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During several years the study of the dresses of
ancient Iran has been continued . Part of this work has
been presented in this essay briefly . This essay has a
preface and three chapters .

The preface consists of the presenttation of five
important specialties , 1- The slited dress , 2- Horned hat
, 3- Dress with one naked shoulder , 4- Creased ( crease
on crease ) dress , 5- Scaly dress ; The five period division
of Elamite history : | - Pre Awan period ( about 3000-2500
B.C. ), Il - Awan and Simash period ( about 2500-1850
B.C. ), lll - Sukkalmakh period ( about 1850-1500 B.C. ),
IV - Middle Elamite period ( about 1500-1100 B.C. ), V -
New Elamite period ( about 800-600 B.C. ) ; The
presentation of the related region of Mesopotamia for
comparison with Elamite dresses .

Since complete study of the all of five important
specialties of the dresses of Elamites was not possible in
this essay , it has only been suffice to present two
important specialties , i.e. the slited dress and horned
hat , and three other specialties have been mentioned
only briefly . Also the examples that have been presented
from Mesopotamia region for comparison , have been
elected only from one period , i.e. important Akkadian-
Babylonian period . This period is nearly synchronized
with second period of Elam , i.e. Awan and Simash .

In this study the dresses of four sociall classes have .
been presented : 1- Governor ( king or viceroy or local
prince or god ) , 2- Martial ( warrior ) , 3- Clergyman (
priest ) , 4- Woman .

In the first chapter of essay 30 examples of Elamite
slited dresses and 12 examples of Mesopotamian ones
have been presented .

In second chapter of essay 83 examples of Elamite
horned hats and 27 examples of Mesopotamian ones have
been presented .
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Mohammad Reza Chit Saz

Phd. Ancient Iran history, Doctorate thesis of Elymais

Doctor Mohammad Reza Chit Saz has been
researching Iranian costumes and clothes for
several years. These studies have been conducted in
two sections of “Ancient Iran” and “Islamic Iran”.
Out of this collection a summary of chapter one ,
second section has been published under the theme
of “ The history of Iranians”clothes, from beginning
of Islam up to invasion of mongols’by Samat
Publications and research and studies centre of
Radio and Television network in year 2000 in 624
pages which has been selected as book of year 1999
(in artistic section).

Research on clothes of Ancient Iran has acheived its end
too . The paper which he has submitted to assembly
: “Survey of some peculiarities regarding clothes of
Iranian and comparing these peculiarities in
Civilization of Tigris and Euphrate settlers” is a
summary of one of the chapters pertaining to
Anient Iran clothes.

A part of his research in context of Ancient Iran, clothes
and Islamic era have been published in scientific
and university periodicals or in form of lecture have
been submitted to home and international
conferenes.

The Dresses Of Elamites
And The Comparison Of Those With The
Dresses Of Mesopotamian Civilizations



22 1s¢ Int’l Conf. on Ancient Cultural Relations Between Iran and West Asia

relieve us of any need to press the contexts for additional
possibilities.

BIBLIOGKAPHY

Bjorkman, J. K.
1999 How to Bury a Temple: The Case of Nuzi's

Ishtar Temple A. In D. I. Owen and G.
Wilhelm (eds.), Nuzi at Seventy-Five (SCCNH 10;
CDL Press,

Bethesda, MD): 103-122.

1994 Hoards and Deposits in Bronze Age
Mesopotamia (UMI no. 3266; Ann Arbor, Michigan).
1993 The Larsa Goldsmith's Hoards--New
Interpretations. Journal of Near Eastern Studies 52:
1-23.

Moorey, P. R. S.
1994 Ancient Mesopotamian Materials and
Industries (Clarendon Press, Oxford).

Negahban, E. ‘
1991 Excavations at Haft Tepe, Iran (University
Museum Monograph 70; Philadelphia, PA).

Oates, D., and J. Oates
1994 Tell Brak: a Stratigraphic Summary, 1976-
1993. Iraq 56: 167-176. '

van Loon, M.
1989 In E. F. Schmidt, M. van Loon, H. Curvers,
The Holmes Expeditions to Luristan (OIP 108:
University of Chicago Press, Chicago, Illinois).

Wasilewska, E.
1991 To Be or Not to Be a Temple? Possible
Identification of a Banesh Period Temple at Tall-i
Malyan, Iran. In DeMeyer and Gasche (eds.), Actes
de la XXXVIemeRAI (MHE, Occasional Publications
D: 143-152.




Abstract of papers presented 2 1

scattered about, and they are not simply trash left
behind. Her interpretation goes further, to propose that
the colors of the paint were significant in marking the
presence of a sacred area, so that "a person entering it in
an improper way would not be endangered by unwittingly
trespassing” (Wasilewska 1991:145). She offers evidence
that the color white may have been used to warn in this
way. The color red, she suggests, may have been used in
rooms of a more sacred nature.

The area known as the "Artist's Workshop" in Terrace
Complex | at Haft Tepe (Negahban 1991) in the second
millenium is, in my opinion, much more likely to have
been a fill deposit than an actual workshop. As | have
noted elsewhere

(Bjorkman 1993: 17-23), archaeological evidence for
workshops is not likely to consist of the final products but
of ugly scraps from the work processes, such as were
found in the coppersmith's workshop as Tepe Ghabristan.
Instead, | propose that almost all of the artifacts found in
Terrace Complex | are the remains of an aggregate fill
deposit, marking the end and ritual burial of that whole
Complex. The fact that the walls are preserved to such
great heights implies that the Complex was filled in soon
after the formal discontinuation of its use. | would
further conjecture that the "Workshop” itself was more
likely to have been a chapel, judging from some of its
architecture and from the kinds and amount of artifacts
left behind, in and near it. There are numerous parallels
here with Mesopotamian examples of fill deposits.

it is my opinion that the attempt to interpret the
meanings of fill deposits is as important as efforts to
interpret the flora, fauna, weaponry, pottery, sealings,
jewelry, etc., of any site. Too often, fill deposits have
been dismissed as the mess left behind by plundering
soldiers or simply as trash. Unfortunately, such scenarios
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here, briefly, a few examples of ancient lranian contexts
which | would identify as fill deposits.

An amazing series of deposits was found in the [ron
Age temple to Ninlil at Surkh Dum (van Loon 1989) When
the original level (2C) of the temple's main structure was
altered, building deposits (in walls and especially in door
jambs) and fill deposits (in the fill below the 2A floor)
were made. They contained "great quantities of pins,
cylinder seals, and so forth," and van Loon describes them
as "either disused items of the sacred inventory or votive
gifts deposited on the occasion of a renovation of the
sanctuary” (van Loon 1989:53). The latter phrase
parallels most closely my concept of "fill deposits.” About
these floor deposits, van Loon (1989:54, fn. 10) adds,
"Admittedly the finds could have been stored on shelves
that fell to the floor during a destruction of the building.”
This concept is used to "explain” the presence of artifacts
on floors at some Mesopotamian sites. However, it would
not explain the presence of the related wall deposits at
Surkh Dum, nor would it explain why no one returned
after the putative destruction to take away such unusual,
artistic, and/or valuable items lying on a floor. Both
building and fill deposits at Surkh Dum include artifacts
(e.g., EBA cylinder seals) which were antiquities at that
time, a common characteristic of Mesopotamian fill
deposits. :
The proposal by Wasilewska (1991) that a Banesh
period temple (ca. 3000 BC) existed at Tall-i Malyan
cites architectural evidence and also discusses an
interesting form of fill deposit consisting of pieces of wall
paintings (I have yet to identify this kind of fill deposit in
Mesopotamia;  Wasilewska cites parallels from Catal
Huyuk).  Wasilewska (1991: 145-146) suggests the
possibility that when the temple was renewed, the wall
paintings were deliberately destroyed and the fragments
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My more specific definition of a fill deposit is as
follows: it is a non-utilitarian deposit most often found in
temples and involves the "abandonment” of quantities of
whole or fragmentary temple furnishings, statuary, and
other paraphernalia, which were simply covered over
with fill or added to the fill, when a temple was being
levelled up for re-building, repair, or deliberate
abandonment. In my hypothesis, such artifacts were left
behind by cult adherents as votive deposits, marking
either the renewal of a temple or its discontinuation. As
such, the artifacts are also markers of a sacred area, as
well as indicators of ancient religious beliefs.

One of the most striking Mesopotamian examples of
a fill deposit (probably ED llib) is the great collection of
statues, columns, stone vessels, maceheads, etc., found
at the base of the platform at Al-Ubaid. Despite the
excavators' proposal that these artifacts were there
because of the efforts of spoilers who meant to carry
away their booty after violently overthrowing the temple,
other scholars have suggested different scenarios which
do not involve either spoilers or violence (see Bjorkman
1994: 36-38,304-310).

Not all Mesopotamian fill deposits are so impressive
as the one from Al-Ubaid, but in my interpretation of this
phenomenon, the reasons for the presence of such
artifacts in the archaeological record are religious, not
"practical” or military. | have not yet been able to find
evidence in cuneiform texts which would reveal some of
the meanings behind these deposits, but the artifacts and
their contexts have a kind of voice, and more
archaeologists have begun to "listen" to that voice (e.g.,
Oates and Oates 1994).

In this presentation | propose that fill deposits occur
in ancient Iran, just as they do in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon,
Jordan, Palestine, Israel, Turkey, and Cyprus. | offer
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Judy Bjorkman

A graduate of Jowa State University (B.S., 1958),
Princeton Theological Seminary.D., 1961),and the
University of Pennsylvania (M.A., 1968; Ph.D.,,
1994).

She has been to the Middle East in 1975 (digging at Tell.
Hadidi in Syria), 1981, and 1983, visiting Lebanon,
Syria, Jordan, Palestine, Israel, and Egypt.He
continues to lecture and publish. articles and
reviews in the field of Assyriology and has also
taken up. self-employment as a metalworker/
jewelrymaker and occasionally teach and publish
articles in that area, as well.

FILL DEPOSITS -- ANCIENT RELIGIOUS
MARKERS

The most spectacular archaeological remains in the
Ancient Near East usually have been left by people of
status and wealth and by ancient cults. Many such
remains from Mesopotamia, especially from the fourth
and third millennia BC, | discussed in my 1994
dissertation, Hoards and Deposits in Bronze Age
Mesopotamia. In two articles (Bjorkman 1993; 1999) |
have written about some hoards and deposits of the
second millennium, as well. Among my conclusions is the
proposal that a new term be added to the lexicon of
archaeological terminology, viz., "fill deposits,” i.e.,
deliberate, votive deposits made on the occasion of the
ending of the use of an ancient building.
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Early Bronze Age has large tepes south of the dividing line
and fortifications north of it. The same happens for the
very similar groups of painted pottery cultures of the
Middle Bronze Age (Haftavan VII/Urmia Ware, Sevan-
Uzerlik, Trialeti and so on). Therefore this dichotomy in
settlement pattern does not seem to have cultural
reasons and we should look for other causes. The first
impression is that the settlement system based on
fortresses seems to be approximately connected with
higher valleys, the one based on tepe is distributed at
lower altitudes.

It is interesting to note that the settlement system
based on fortifications is ultimately at the base:of the
peculiar settlement typology of the Urartian civilisation
that does not show the agglomerating population typical
of the settlement system based on tepes.
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R. Biscione

Settlement systems in Bronze — Iron Age
Northwestern Iran and their connections with
Eastern Anatolia and Transcaucasia

-An exam of the data from archaeological survey
shows that in Northwestern Iran coexisted since the Early
Bronze Age two different settlement systems. The most
widespread is the usual Near Eastern settlement system,
based on tepes distributed in the bottom of the valleys or
in the lowest slopes of the mountains, sometimes
fortified with massive mudbrick walls. The other type of
settlement pattern is based on fortifications of various
sizes with massive stone walls located on top of hills and
the tepes are practically non-existent. This type of
settlement system is connected with Transcaucasia and
easternmost Anatolia.

The two systems geographically do not coexist. In
Iran the line separating them, on the basis of the
published data, runs approximately from Ardebil to
Marand along the watershed of the Sabalan Range (with
the exceptions of the fortress of Nashteban, south of the
watershed). West of Marand the line is not so sharp, but
the fortifications seem to be mainly concentrated north
of Khoy. In Eastern Anatolia it is not yet possible to draw
a border, and in Transcaucasia the tepes are mainly to be
found in the plain of the Republic of Azerbaijan

The two systems coexist in the same culture. E. g.
the Kura-Araxes (Early Transcaucasian) culture of the
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It is argued that the one recent and significant study
of Mesopotamian sealed tablets of the early Achaemenid
period (Graziani 1989) unfortunately masks changes in
sealing practices, because it presents tablets from temple
and private archives as a single entity when in fact they
betray different formal conventions and ought to be
studied separately and only then compared with one
another. The paper also raises the methodological
difficulty of determining whether perceived changes can
be attributed, directly or indirectly, to the transition to
Achaemenid rule, or whether they are simply the result of
a long and continuing process of indigenous development.
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sealing practices as well as other developments evident in
the Babylonian private archival documents.

The archive of the Nappahu family from Babylon
serves as a good case study for our purposes since, in
relation to its size (c. 276 tablets), it contains a relativety
high number of sealed tablets, most of them dating from
the early Achaemenid period. The core of the archive
itself consists of the documents of two generations of the
Nappahu (or “Smith”) family, namely Iddin-Nabd, his wife
Ina-Esagil-ramat and their son Shellebi. These key family
members were active between 544 BC and 486 BC, though
a small number of earlier tablets dating back as far as 573
BC can also be attributed to the archive. Several
members of their extended family are also attested. Both
Iddin-Nabu and his son Shellebi were connected to the
temple of the goddess Ishhara in their role as prebend-
owners, but many other activities and interests of theirs
are documented, in particular the exploitation of date
orchards and the leasing of urban properties for rent.

The Nappahu tablets are today housed mainly in the
British Museum, London, and the Vorderasiatisches
Museum, Berlin. A small number of documents have found
their way into other collections in France, Spain and the
USA. Although hand copies of many of the Nappahu
tablets have been available for around a century or even
longer, most of the seal impressions on these tablets
remain unpublished. Drawings of them will be presented
in a forthcoming study of the archive by the author, along
with copies of the unpublished tablets. The sealed tablets
include several of a type which first comes to be sealed
only in the middle of the reign of Darius |. They therefore
constitute a significant and interesting addition to the
corpus of sealed private archival documents from the 6th
and early 5th centuries BC.
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ACADEMIC BACKGROUND: 1999 D.Phil. in Assyriology,
Wolfson College, Oxford. 1991 M.Phil. in Cuneiform
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2Volumes. “Record-keeping practices as revealed by
the Neo-Babylonian private archival documents,”
“Small Finds,” in H.D. Baker et al,, “Kilise Tepe
1994,” Anatolian Studies 45 (1995) 186-189.

Continuity and change between the Neo-
Babylonian and the early Achaemenid period
from the perspective of the Babylonian private
archival tablets

It is an often stated view that the transition to
Achaemenid rule had little immediate impact on the day-
to-day functioning of Babylonian society. In fact certain
significant elements of change - such as a change in
sealing practices - can be placed in the middle of the
reign of Darius | (Baker - Wunsch 2001:203), rather than
at the beginning of the period of Persian rule over
Babylonia. This paper aims to examine this change in
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Hossein Badamhi

Unity and Variety in the Ancient Near Eastern
Law

The so-called law codes from the Ancient Near East
form a literary genre in which the common tradition is
evident. Nine such documents are known to date, seven
in cuneiform script and two from the Pentateuch.

All these codes share certain characteristic which
immediately mark them as belonging to single literary
genre:

1- Their content is a collection of legal rules
dealing with everyday problems of non sacred- law, or
simply norms with a socially immanent sanction.

2- The form is casuistic. It means based on a case or
a historical event.

3- Nature. These law codes were not- legislation in
the modern sense. They initially were scientific treatises,
which described the law rather than prescribed it.

4- The scientific method used to examine the law is
similar.

Through these arguments it will be established that
the societies of the Ancient Near east, with the possible
exception of Egypt, shared a common legal tradition.

This is a satisfactory theory proposed by Professor
Raymond Westbrook for studying the Ancient Law.
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south Iran three different cylinder seal typologies: the
first one is known in Susa with a production partially
influenced by Mesopotamia; the second typology, showing
specific, original iconography and large use of bituminous
- stone, was originated in the Marv Dasht region; the third
is linked to the Transelamite cultural experiences known
principally in the Kerman province.

Elam and Transelam have to be seen and studied
from an Iranian point of view linked to the elamitian and
Susian experiences. New unpublished evidences of
cylinder seals studied in the National Archaeological
Museum of Iran represent a new possibility for an
archaeological approach linked to the autonomous
developing of Iran of !ll millennium BC and to the cultural
interference with Mesopotamian alluvium. The aim of this
paper is to try to show new decisive Iranian glyptic
evidences and to identify the specific and peculiar
aspects of the (Trans)Elam iconography underlining the
political and cultural relations among Elam,
Mesopotamian reigns and the Persian Gulf regions. In
particular some unpublished cylinder seals of Anshanite
and Transelamite production from Bastan Museum could
show clearly the role played by Elam and the bordering
entities for their cultural developing and for their
relationship with the Western Asia (Ascalone 2003a;
2003b).
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and strongly linked to the nomadic element that gave
more flexibility to the cultural borderlines of the
Markhashi experiences.

The archaeological and stylistic approach to the
stratigraphical evidence of Tepe Yahya have shown
different and not exhaustive interpretations principally on
VB period; in the first publications Yahya IVB period was
attributed to the first half of the Third millennium
(Lamberg-Karlovsky 1970; 1971; 1972; 1976; Lamberg-
Karlovsky - Kohl 1971; Beale 1973) and only subsequently
identified in later chronological framework (Beale 1986;
Amiet 1986; Potts 2001). The evidence for the
continuation of the ‘Intercultural Style’ in Akkadian times
(Ascalone 2003: tab. 1) in Mesopotamia and Iran
(Miroschedji 1973: 25) and the evidence of the glyptic art
summarized by Amiet (1986), support a later date for VB
period. The glyptic collected from Tepe Yahya shows
that there is no continuity of occupation between period
IVC and IVB; the glyptic associated with period IVB can be
no earlier than Old Akkadian period.

In the same years the new excavations carried out
in Tall-i Malyan allowed us to know a strong cultural
autonomy originated in the Marv Dasht region (Sumner
1972; 1973a; 1973b; 1973c; 1974; 1975; Nicholas 1990;
Abdi 2001); a new cultural entity strongly autonomous has
to be identified in the political organization well-known
as ‘Elam’. During the second half of Third, beginning of
Second millennium BC Elam has to be considered an
important cultural autonomy developed on the Iranian
Plateau. The glyptic evidence of the Anshanite cultural
patrimony, attested principally at Susa but originated
probably in the Fars region or in Tall-i Malyan site, is the
best witness of an indigenous cultural experience.
Summing up, during the second half of Ill and the first
two centuries of Il millennium BC we can identify in the
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valley permitted us to know a more complex cultural
horizon of the Iranian eastern area. In the first studies on
the new eastern Iranian excavations, the cultural complex
of Kerman and Lut province (Hakemi 1969; 1970; 1972;
1994; 1997a; 1997b), as known from Tepe Yahya and
Shahdad archaeological evidences, was considered
‘intercultural’ by Philip Kohl to underline the civilizing
interferences on the chlorite/steatite production (Kohl
1975a; 1975b; 1976; 1978; 1979; 1982). According to
Pierre Amiet’s evaluations on the cultural horizons of the
region bordering to the west with the historical Elam and
to the east with the Lut desert and the Makran coast, we
believe more correctly to identify in the cultural
production of Markhashi lands (following a terminology
used in the Third millennium Mesopotamian texts) a local,
original and unbroken development (Amiet 1986; 1997).
However the comprehension of a new eastern lranian
civilization, well-defined Trans-Elamite by Amiet (1986:
132-139), is no complete and it seems not to be so simple
to reconstruct its chronological limits and its geographical
diffusion. The geographical spread of trans-Elamite
culture could be linked to the role played by nomadic
presence in the south-eastern Iran; if we could consider
probable to identify in the Kerman region the cultural
origin of a different artistic thought (as attested in
Shahdad and Tepe Yahya), it is not yet possible to
comprehend the real geographical diffusion of the trans-
Elamite culture. Actually we can only suppose that in the
area circumscribed from the Lut desert to the east and
from the historical Elam to the west was born, in the first
half of the Third Millennium BC, a new cultural identity
known from the engraved vessels in chlorite/steatite,
from new metallurgical experiences and from a new
mythological world as well attested in later cylinder and
stamp seals. Nevertheless the geographical/cultural limits
of the trans-Elamite original nucleus were very ephemeral
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Ennco Ascalon

Prof. at the Milan University (TULM UNiversity);
Ph.D. and MAster in Archaeology were concerning
the Archaeological evidence in Iran during IIIth and
IInd millennia BC; Author of pubblications
regarding commercial and cultural relationships
within Iranian Plateau, the Iranian glyptic art of
the Bronze Age and the metrological aspects of Susa
and Ebla civilization. Excavation activity, as Field
Director, is linked to Ebla (Syria), Jericho and Tell
Tugan (Syria).He carried out some conference in
Europe and in the Near East( Tehran; the
universities of Prague, Venice, Rome, Sorbonne,
Damascus and Accademia dei Lincei -Rome). A
member of editorial staff of 'Orient Express', a
scientific review based on the publications of the
recent excavations in the Near East.

New Glyptic Evidences Of Elam And Transelam
Collected In
The Bastan National Museum Of Tehran:

Cylinder Seals And Their Implications In The
Ancrient Cultural Relations Between Iran And
Western Asia

The excavations carried out during the second half
of the Sixties and in the Seventies in lran has allowed a
new historical and cultural approach to the south-east
regions of the Plateau. The explosion of fieldwork in the
Kerman province, Bampur district and in the Hilmand
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regions exhibit an unprecedented degree of similarity in
material culture, primarily in the ceramics and glyptic
style. This very close resemblance in material culture of
the two regions has prompted some scholars to suggest
that lowland Susiana had been occupied by colonizers
from southern Mesopotamia, as Habuba Kabira and Jabal
Aruda, for examples, had been.

Close examination of the Susiana cultural
assemblage of the second half of the 4" millennium shows
that indeed there are major differences between the two
regions that do not support the presence of southern
Mesopotamians in Susiana, mainly, the absence of
temples, non-temple economy, and glyptic style and
motifs,
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The Question of the so-called Uruk Colonies:

The Susiana Case

The second half of the 4™ millennium BC was a
period of unprecedented interregional contact in the Near
East. While Susiana and southern Mesopotamia had a long
history of cultural contact throughout the prehistoric
period, it was during the Late Uruk period when the two
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Another important site is Dedoplis Mindori in the
central part of Georgia. Dedoplis Mindori is a huge
temenos, which consists of the main temple, two temple-
gates and seven minor temples. The main temple has
been identified as a fire temple probably dedicated to
the goddess Anahita. According to archaeological
evidences, temenos functioned from the first century BC
to the end of the first century AD. The plan of Dedoplis
Mindori reveals some archaic features and might be
inspired by Achaemenian architecture. Some details also
show might be influenced by Achaemenid architecture, e.
g. capitals of Dedoplis Mindori are reminiscent of the
overturned Achaemenian bell-shape column bases. Here
once again we have a situation when Achaemenian
features were still alive in the peripheries of the Empire
long after its collapse.

All  these examples clearly indicate on the
significance of the Achaemenian influence on the
architecture of the pre-Christian Georgia. Moreover, later
on, this early period at certain extend had an impact on
development of Georgian Christian architecture.
Therefore research in this direction promises many
unexpected and interesting results.
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Eliso Akhvlediani & Kakha Khimshiashvili

Impact of the Achaemenian Architecture on the
Architecture of Iberian Kingdom:
Fourth - First Centuries BC

Century-old close ties of Iran with Georgia can be
traced in different spheres of culture: language, poetry,
customs, rituals, religion, art, etc. One of the most
peculiar evidences of contacts is the architectural
heritage dating from the Achaemenian to the Late
Medieval periods.

Our presentation is focused on a limited period of
time beginning from the fourth century BC to the first
century BC and describes phenomenon when the
architecture of the I|berian kingdom preserved impulses
which came from Achaemenian metropolis well beyond
the fall of the Achaemenian Empire.

As an example can be mentioned multi-level
archaeological site Tsikhia-Gora. The level of the fourth
century and the beginning of the third century BC consists
of a fortified enclosure with a number of buildings on its
area. Among different types of buildings (granaries,
marani (wine cellar), bakery, fortified gate) one is of
special interest, which was identified as a fire temple.

Two important findings discovered on the site
should be particularly pointed: a capital with double-bull
protomas and a fragment of a bell-shaped column basis.
Both bear clear evidence of Achaemenian influence, even
they were created in post-Achaemenian period.



(C) Reactions of subject peoples to the
Achaemenian rule

(D) Achaemenian civilization

After the Scientific Committee sessions, the
Secretariat of the Conference, published “Call for
Paper” in local and abroad mass medias. The
Conference Secretariat received about 130 papers
from all over the world. These paper, after the
removal of author’s names were presented to the
members of the Scientific Committee for their
views. Of these papers, 56 of them were accepted.
Of these 56 papers, 12 are of Iranian, 20 are of
European, 15 are of American, 2 are of Canada
and 4 are of Asian (others than Iran) Scholars. 14
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(A) The impact of Man on nature:
agricultural/economic developments
and environmental changes

(B) The period covering the formation of
States in Iran and West Asia, and
the invention of writing

. Iran and its Western neighbors during post
literate times

(A) Political/cultural/commercial
relationships from early dynastic to
Neo-Babylonian periods.

(B) Languages and literary forms
(C) Religions and religious rites

. Iran and its North-Western neighbors
during post literate times

(A) Early Bronze Age

(B) Urartian civilization

(C) Languages and literary forms
(D) Religions and mythology

. Achaemenian period

(A) Origins of Assyrian, Babylonian, and
Elamite empires

(B) Administrative system of the
empires

Introduction III



Conference and incorporated the following
objectives in the agenda of the Conference.

Studying the cultural relations and interactions of
the Iranian culture and civilization with the

neighboring cultures and other cultures in West
Asia

Presenting research findings and cultural-
historical studies covering the far past to the end
of Achaemenid era

Attracting researchers to cultural and historical
studies on this period

Working toward identification of the capacity of
Iranian culture in peaceful interaction with other
cultures and attracting the attention of
international cultural institutions participate in
this extensive cultural project

Organizing Committee of the Conference arranged
a two days session of the Scientific Committee
Members (22-23 June, 2002) in Tehran. In these
sessions, the Scientific Committee Members
discussed and decided that themes of the
Conference as:

1. The most ancient eras, from the 10th to the
4th millennium BC

Introduction 11
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Introduction

As a civilization center, Iran has since long been in
deep cultural interactions with the neighboring
and far away civilizations and cultures especially
in West Asia. Recognition and elaboration on
these cultural interactions is of paramount
1importance in the world of today when the world is
at the threshold of ruthless changes and when the
process of globalization is diminishing other
achievements of human civilizations in favor of a
single dominating civilization.

The Secretariat of “the First International
Conference On The Ancient Cultural Relations
Between Iran And West Asia’ was formed in 2001
In order to materialize the above objective. As its
first endeavor, the Secretariat nominated the
historical period “ from the Ancient to the end of
Achaemenid Era” as the time span of the

Introduction I
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