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without restraint to my notes. In these I quarrel no one and what I
write is with candor and sincerity".

With the withdrawn attitude that the journals imply,
nevertheless, Mohammad Vali enjoyed the company of friends,
confidents, and kin. From a career point of view, in his active
years, he was always ready to debate ministers, parliamentarians,
and politicians, although he sometimes questionned his own
motivations. He thought that being a member of parliament did
not benefit the country, but it did help him to have local influence
in the running of the large landholdings that he shared with his
brothers.

In later years, with his desire to serve his country and its
people, he became a noted philanthropist by giving lands to build
medical clinics and schools in Tehran and in province. A list of
these is added to the third volume of the diaries.

He was frail but lived long, bending with the winds of change
in order not to break. He did a pilgrimmage to Mecca in 1966. He
left Iran after the Islamic revolution and took residence in Geneva,
Switzerland, where he died at the age of ninety-eight. He is now
buried in the Islamic cemetery of that city.

I. An early document on Farman Farma's children, has the date of
1890, for Abbas Mirza's birth, and 1892, for Mohammad Vali Mirza.
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and high ranking in the Qajar dynastv. His sister was bethroted to
the king Mozaffar ed-Din Shah, and the Shah's daughter was his
spouse. Moreover he was hard-working, disciplined and actively
involved in government, often taking up very difficult missions.
He also tasted exile, due to Court intrigues, and spent four years
in Ottoman Irag, (1900 to 1904 A.D.). Years in which he
polished his world view and became acquainted with the
progressive ideas of the day.

Farman Farma had very firm beliefs about a good Western
education. His elder sons started their schooling at a Jesuit
College in Beirut, Lebanon, to be followed up by studies in
European universities and military academies. He then recalled his
sons to serve in government posts, reserved for the Persian elite.

Mammad Vali had been in Paris, at the Lycee Janson de
Sailly, when he returned to Persia and started accompanying his
father in military and political missions , or be sent by him to
accomplish various tasks. Even his early years in parliament fell
into the overall political schemes of Prince Farman Farma.

Mohammad Vali Mirza was a delicatly built, mild-mannered,
and soft-spoken man. He liked solitude and his own inner speech
that he confided to his journals. He loved his country's nature,
enjoyed village life and agriculture, with their problems of grain,
rentability, water supply, and accountability. Although
Mohammad Vali was imbued with the political ideals of the
Western democratic societies, he did not compare Persia to their
standards. He knew the nature of obstacles that confronted an
ancient Oriental culture, despotism, poverty, and the lack of
modern developments. He looked at social impediments with a
dry inward irony.

He said about his own journals:" Let me say and write this;
the notes that I leave are not for fame or fortune. As long as I live
no one will see or know them. For me, used to being alone, the
feelings that 1 would not share with my peers, are confided
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The three volumes presented in this Persian edition span the
first thirty years of his adult life.

The first volume: "Travels with a political purpose”.

This volume recounts one journey to Fars, and Shiraz.This is
the epoch of the first diaries. Two journeys to Baghdad.The second
one during the crucial months of the 1921 Coup d' Etat in Tehran.
Two journeys to Tabriz and Azerbaijan; the first one as acting
director of the ministery of Finances,alongside the Crov Prince
Mohammad Hassan Mirza,the second one for electoral pueposes.

The second volume: "Member of Parliament”.

Mohammad Vali's account as elected member of the fourth
and fifth parliaments " Majles", of the Qajar era, and the sixth,
seventh, thirteenth, and fourteenth sessions of the parliament in
the Pahlavi era. On the floor of the "Majles", he showed a very
special interest for the welfare of Azerbaijan province, his own
constituency, and participated in the committees of the legislative
body dealing with financial matters, considering these more
practical and rational, than the political speech-making in vogue at
the time.

The third volume:" Recollections of events and ersonalities”.

This volume's subjects are; The Qavam cabinet of the late
forties, in which Mohammad Vali was Minister of Labor for a
short period. The separatist movement in Azerbaijan by the
"Democrat Party", and the communists, supported by the USSR,
The Shah's land reform of the fifties, and portraits of his brother
Nosrat ed-Dowleh Firouz, his cousin ohammad Mossadegh, and a
vignette of Reza Khan, the later Pahlavi Shah, in a military
campaign with his father Farman Farma.

Mohammad Vali's father, Abdol Hossein Mirza Farman
Farma was a great personality of his epoch. Close to the Court
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A Tale of Bygone Days

The Journals of

Mohammad Vali Mirza Farman Farmaian

Synopsis by Bahman Farman

Mohammad Vali Mirza was born in 1890.(1) His father
Prince Abdol Hossein Mirza Farman Farma was the grandson of
Abbas Mirza, the Qajar Crown Prince who died in 1833
A.D.before acceding to the throne. His mother Princess Ezzat ed-
Dowleh, was the daughter of the Qajar king Mozaffar ed-Din
Shah. Abdol Hossein Mirza and Ezzat ed-Dowleh had six sons:
Firouz Mirza (Nosrat ed-Dowleh), Abbas Mirza (Salar Lashgar),
Mohammad Vali Mirza,Mohammad Hossein Mirza, Nezam ed-
Din Mirza, and Jaffar Mirza. The two last sons died in their
youth.

Mohammad Vali Mirza kept daily journals for sixty years.
They start in earnest in 1920, during a journey to Fars province
where his father was the Governor General. Occasionaly.
Mohammad Vali has written his recollections of past events as
part of his journals.
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