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source of these traditions but also who may have been
their first collector.

As with his larger work, the “Tarikh”, so in
the present treatise, one may observe certain indications
that the author was indeed possessed of definite Shi’a
predispositions. There are three feature of this work
which are suggestive of such inclinations on the author’s
part : (a) the tendency to exalt the character of Salman
al-Farisi ; (b) the reservation of the venerating formula
alayhi al-salam for Ali b. Abi Talib only ; (c) the
extensive coverage provided for the Abbasid caliph al-
Ma’mun who was known to have shown respect and
generosity to the Alids of his day. None of these fea-
tures alone represents a sufficient basis to justify the
charge of pro-Shi'a partiality, but taken together they
add further weight to the more conclusive evidence exhi-
bited by the author’s major History.

W. M.



that the majmu’a, written in a clear naskhi hand,
dates from the 9th century of the Hijra (15th century
A.D.).

In essence the treatise is simply a brief survey
of the reigns of the various caliphs from Abu Bakr to
al-Mu’tadid in an attempt to demonstrate the thesis that
the principle of imitation was one of the most impor-
tant factors in the development of Islamic civilization.
In the course of his exposition Ya’qubi presents a varied
panoply of traditions incorporating primarily social, eco-
nomic and cultural data. Prominent among these tradi-
tions are many of the so-called awa’il variety, providing
further evidence of the same interest first exhibited by
the author in his larger historical opus. Insofar as this
treatise contains awa’il traditions, it is one of the earliest
examples of this type of literature among Arab authors.

Readers familiar with Mas’udi’s “Muruj al-Dhahab”
will recognize at once the similarity of many traditions
from the present treatise with portions of that work.
A review of the parallel traditions reveals no reliable
indication of the source utilized by both authors. Varia-
tions of style and language suggest that a common source
is unlikely, and moreover, it seems probable that Ya’qubi
may have received these traditions at least omne stage
earlier in their transmission history.8 The fact that
Ya’qubi and Mas’udi both rejected the isnad formula
makes it impossible to ascertain not only the original

8 It is known that Mas'udi made use of Ya'qubi’s major historical work,
the “ Ta'rikh ”, which he acknowledges under the title of “XKitab al-tarikh fi
akhbar al-Abbasiyyin wa-ghayriha *. Cf. Muruj, ed. M. Pavet de Courteille and
C. Barbier de Meynard (“Les Prairies d’'Or”), 9 vols. Paris, 1861-77. L p. 18.

5



raised in Baghdad, embarked on a career of government
service which took him initially to Armenia and later,
about the year 26 oH, to Egypt.* Coincident with his
official career he pursued an active literary avocation
and at various times during his life he travelled widely,
visiting Persia, India, the Arab countries, the Maghrib
and Spain, gathering first-hand the historical and geog-
raphical material for his several books, half of which
are now presumed lost. Following the notice in Yaqut,5
the traditional date for Ya’qubi’s death is given as 284/897,
but with the publication and translation of his Kitab
al-Buldan, new evidence was adduced for advancing this
date as late as 292/905.% The fact that the present work
by Ya’qubi takes account of the Caliph al-Mu’tadid (892-
902 A.D.), albeit very briefly, may be considered sup-
porting evidence for the later date.

The following text represents another of Ya’qubi’s
historical compositions, a short treatise entitled * Musha-
kalat al-nas li-zamanihim ”. A surviving copy of this
risala came to light with the publication of the catalogue
of Arabic historical manuscripts on film by the Institute
of Arabic Manuscripts at the League of Arab States.?
The text itself occurs in a three-part Miscellany from
the library of Murad Mulla, covering pages 79b to 86b,
inclusive, of this corpus. Palaeographical features indicate

4 Brockelmann, EI, 1sted. IV, p. 1153.

5 al-Udaba, (Dictionary of Learned Men ) ed. Margoliouth, Gibb Memorial
Series VI, 2nd edtn. 7 vols. London 1923-31. II, p. 156-57.

6 Wiet, Les Pays, avant-propos viii, p. 244.

7 Fihris al-Makhtutat al-Musawwara, Vol. 2. Pt 1, (Ta’rikh) by. Lutfi
Abd al-Badi, Cairo, 1956. p. 214, No. 405.
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THE ADAPTATION OF MEN TO THEIR TIME

AN HISTORICAL ESSAY BY AL-YA'QUBI

The author, Abu al’Abbas Ahmad b. Abi Ya'qup
Ishagq b. Jafar b. Wahb b. Wadih al-Katib al-’Abbasi,
who flourished in the 3rd century A. H./9th A. D., is
already well-known for the geography (Kitab al-Buldan)?
and history (Ta’rihh)? that bear his name. These com-
positions secured for the author, in the annals of Arabic
literature, a reputation as a pioneer in both genres.
Pursuing a family tradition - his great-grandfather Wadih,
as a client of the Abbasid household, served as prefect
or {governor in various provinces of the empire under

al-Mansur, al-Mahdi and al-Hadi® - Ya’qubi, having been

1 ed. M. J. de Goeje, (Bibliotheca Geographorum Arabicorum (BGA), VII},
Leiden, 1892. Also, Imprimerie Haydariya, Najaf, 1938, Trans. Gaston Wiet,
(“Les Pays” Textes et Traductions d’Auteurs Orientaux - Tome Premier - Publi-
cations de I'Institut Francais d’Archeologie Orientale), Cairo, 1937.

2 Ibn-Wadhih qui dicitur al-Ja’qubi, HISTORIAE, edidit M. TH. Houtsma*
2 vols. E. . Brill, Lugduni Batavorum, 1883. Also, 3 parts, Ghayri Press, Najaf,
1358/ 1939. 2 vols. Dar Sader-Dar Beyrouth, Bayrut, 1379 7 1960.

3 1Ibid., ed. Houtsma, II. pp. 447, 477. cf. Tabari, Annales, ed. de Goeje,
13 vols., Leiden, 1879-98. IL p. 493. ' al-Magqrizi, al-Khitat, ed. Wiet, Vol. V, p
112, (in Mémoires de Ulnstitut Francais d’Archéologie Orientale, Vol. LI
Cairo, 1927). al-Kindi, Wulat Misr, ed. Husayn Nassar, Beirut 1379/1959. p. 143.
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