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No. 572

Mr. Norman (Tehran) to Earl Curzon
(Received November 2, 11.15 a.m.)

No. 715 Telegraphic [G 10169/9578/34]
TEHRAN, October 29, 1920, 11.35 am.

Your telegram No. 515, 1
Musaddiq us Saltaneh who had reached Shiraz on his way
from Europe to Tehran on his way to take up appointment as
Minister of Justice in late Cabinet> was asked to remain at
Shiraz and assume office of Governor-General which he did.
This was done partly on account of importance of having a
Governor-General on the spot as soon as possible to
superintend migration of tribes to their winter quarters,
which is always apt to give rise to disturbances.

Arrangment was also economical as it obviated necessity
for payment of heavy travelling expenses etc., to a Governor-
General from Tehran and I (?agreed) to it on receving an
assurance that Musaddiq would not be retained in office if
found to be unsuitable.

Appoinment was aggreeable to local notables, and he
appears to get on well with His Majesty’s Consul.

Late Prime Minister described him to me as honest,
intelligent, well educated, capable and very friendly to us.

1 0f Oct. 25, not printed.

2 In Mr. Norman’s despatch No. 106 of July 9 (not printed)
reporting the composition of Mushir-ed-Dowleh’s cabinet, Dr.
Mussadiq, as he was later known, was reported to be ‘hostile to his
cousin, Nusret-ud-Dowleh, and to Vosough-ud-Dowleh, . . . He was
formerly Under-Secretary of State in the Ministry of Finance. He
has taken a law degree in Krance, and this is perhaps his only
qualification for the Ministry of Justice. He has no political
influence, and does not appear to enjoy much popularity.’
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