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‘ Abstract I

The needs and pressures of life drove the Ottoman State to take

a qualitative step. This was manifested in opening a law school in Baghdad
in 1908 . The Law School in Baghdad became a focal point whose cultural
radiance increased and spread widely. It established constant values of
behaviour and traditions in a world that was ever advancing , interacting
and formulating its own laws and regulations in the light of a forward-
moving code. The school contributed greatly to the formation of a legal
elite in the Iraqi society. The Iraqi legal elite played an outstanding political
and cultural role during the last years of the Ottoman regime and during the
British Occupation and later Mandate periods .

The activities of the Iraqi legal elite from 1908 to 1932 were chosen
to be the focus of this research. This was an extremely important period in
the history of the Iraqi legal elite. The reasons for and motivation behind
the choice will be discussed in the thesis .

The thesis falls into four chapters and a conclusion :

Chapter One investigates the formation of the elite , the beginnings
of its movement and the role of the Law School in its start and continuity .
Discussed also will be the set backs it faced during its long march,
throughout the various stages after the Ottoman coup
d’etat , and during the Occupation and Mandate periods. While discussing
its activities, we touched upon the students’ concerns and their movement ,
which heralded a highly advanced professional and political movement
while the Iraqi entity was still unborn. We have given instances to
document this movement . In these instances were mixed objectivity with
emotionality , generosity with thrift and an insistence on the appropriate
and expressive appearance. There was the continuity of the historical
tradition of the rarity of men of law and the role of judges and lawyers. All
of this coincided with the rise and consolidation of the School and its
regulations and curricula , which sometimes shrank and sometimes
expanded as the school academic years fluctuated .

Chapter Two follows the cultural and political activities of the Iraqi
legal elite between the years 1908 and 1920. Here , we deal with




the political affiliations of the elite , their commitments and their
aspirations as reflected in such newspapers as Igad (Awakening) of
Sulaiman Faydi, and AL-Ilm (Science) and Sada Babel (Babylon Echo).
We discuss the pioneering role of these newspapers and the role of others
who took an active part in the cultural and political activities via the press ,
clubs and associations. We will touch upon the stands taken by the elite and
their vacillation between the Unionists and their enemies . We will discuss
their stands regarding the First World War, the British occupation of Iraq
and the vacillation resulting from the shock , dazzlement and repression
following that occupation and the reaction which manifested itself later on
in insubordination and demonstrations and uprisings. Local and limited
though those movements were , they foreshadowed a new situation
expressing itself in the Revolution of the year Nineteen Twenty. In this
chapter the thesis presents an image of the elite and their limited role in the
Revolution. Many of the elite had no clear or outstanding role for reasons
explained in the thesis. The chapter closes with a discussion of the role of
the press and associations and what they achieved .

Chapter Three discusses the role of the legal elite in nominating
King Faisal I for the throne of Iraq, and how he assumed that supreme post.
Also discussed here is the role of the elite in the official and professional
foundations and establishments of the state , the cabinet , the judiciary , the
key government posts in that time and place , in the political parties , the
professional and political organizations and in the legislative body of the
state , 1. e., the Parliament (both houses of Representatives and of
Dignitaries) , and in the press. The chapter closes with an important issue ,
1. e., the Mosul Question , and the important and prominent role and
activities of the legal elite in this question .

Chapter Four , which is the final chapter of the thesis , concentrates
on the prominent role of the elite in all aspects and walks of life : in the
legislative establishments , in the press and in political parties . The chapter
refers to the visit of Iraq by the Zionist Alfred Mond and the role of the
elite , officials , students and professors in counteracting and moving
against the visit. Then we highlight the pioneering role of the Iraqi legal
elite in the democratic and socialist cultural and political activities .

The Conclusion sums up and emphasizes the role undertaken by the
legal elite through the Law School (College of Law) , its consistency




and its rich and ceaseless contributions which branded the whole life in the
new state of Iraq. This was achieved through assuming supreme posts of
responsibility , spreading the sovereignty of the values of right , law and
love of freedom , understanding its significance and consolidating it
through law so that law could be consolidated and raised .
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