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ﬂ Abstract

Abstract

Arabs had prominent reputation in trade, which was one of
the accepted occupation for them. Naturally, trade demands a
system of caravans and ways. The importance of the Arab
Pennisula lies in its geographical situation for it ends from the
north and west with territories that were centres for ancient
civilizations; hence, the needs for ways of communications with
other centres and territories. This need increased with the
movement of Islamic liberation and conquest and the
establishment of new cities. The importance of ways came from
the fact that they provided easy communication and traffic
between the urban centres and populated communities as well as
a significant means for consolidating economic activity between
these communities that had become centres for the passing
caravan this thing had a great influence on the economic, social,
and demographic situation generally. The present study
concluded that the Islamic World in the first four higri centuries
witnessed a golden era of transfer ways establishment and
flourishing. Mecca, Medina, and Baghdad were the centres from
which the other ways were branched towards the west and east
until they reached the frontiers of China.

The present study falls into four chapters and an appendix
illustrating the terms used.

Chapter one deals with the influence of determiners on
land ways including the natural controls and human factors as to
their collaboration in the rise land decline of land ways. Chapter
two discusses the elements of and ways like the means of
communication and stations and their contribution to the service
of traffic. Chapter three occupies a prominent place in the study
being the centre and backbone of the research. In it the lights are
shed on the importance of land ways in Arabic Asia and the
extent of their role in the activation of the economic factor for
the territories. Chapter four centres around the second pivot of
the study represented by traffic and its influence on the activity



ﬂ Abstract

of land ways through the activity of travel in all its types
whether for piligrimage, war, or mail.

The references cited in the study are various including
primary and secondary sources; the primary sources reach to
(28), the secondary sources to (117), scientific researches to (3),
priodicals to (33), English sources to (5), dissertations to (6),
and theses to (20).

The temporal framework of the study is limited to the
period of the first four higri centuries since this period
represents the epoch of land ways establishment and traffic
development through the direct attention paid by the Arab
Islamic State for these ways whether in Iraq, the Levant, or Arab
Pennisula.
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