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1. A_]lt Singh JLU t) (w by 48 ik Ra hauri Rdiplt and here.-
ditary zamin dar of M irwip, or f.) Lm . was the son of Jaswant Singh
Ria hauri. He was res tored in ALD. 1711 to the throne of his ancestors,
and gave his daug! laze to the empzror Farrushsiyar® in the
year A.D. 1715. Hv was murdersd onc night, when fast asleep, at ihe
instigation of his son, Abbhal singh, who succesded him. This took
place in the beginning of the reign of the emperor Muhammad Shah**,
about A.D. 1724. (Beale, T.W., An Oricatal Biographical Dictio, i(uy,

p. 45).

*1125—1131 AHL . #x1131—1161 AH.
1713—1719 A.D, 1719—1748 A.D,
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1. Equivalent to 1119 A. H. (1707 A.D.).
2, These words give a Chronogram of 1120 A.H. (1708 A.D.).
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=), o Raja of the tribe of Kachhwina Rajputs

*Jai Singh . Sawai(
was the son of Bishn Singh, the son of Kishan Singh, the son of Ram Singh, ths son of

Mirza Raja Jai i ile is commonly called Mirza Raoji Jai Singh Sawai.  He was the

Zarmindar or Raja of a comy‘cr.ubm territory in the province of Ajmer named Amer
fAmbpezr], but sia
that name,  Bishn Singh,the father of Jai Singh and Bijai Singh, died about the year A. D.
1693, Sambat, 1752, and afier his death o tide of Raja was hastowed on Jai Singh by the

Emp-ror cAlamgir with the rank of 1509, and subsequenily with that of 2000. After the
a) Shah, the son of ‘Alamagir,

L new eity called Jaipur the Rajastip has also iaken

cath of that emperor he cspoused the cause of Adim (A

whilst his broiher Bijai Singh (u‘,vd Bahadur wiio on his accession to the throne
conferred the rani of 3300 on the latter Bijc‘i Singh quarrciicd with his brother for the

Raj; and the emperor, pot willing to displease cither, confiscated iheir estate, and ap-
po.med Sayyad Husain Al K han of B3irhy, as IFaujdar of that place . When the emperor
marched to iliz Deccan 0 punish his brother Kambaklish, AD. 1708, A.H. 1129, Jai
Singh, with the aid of Raja Ajit Singh Rathor, engaged the Faujdar in baitle and having
killed him took possassion of the provinze.  In ithe reign of Farrukhsiyar he was honoured

R

with the title of Dhiraj Raja Jai Singh, and in the time of Mubamaad Shah with that
of Sawai (g.d. “creepii- nai”).  In the year A, I3, 1732 A, H. 1145, he was  appointed
governor of Milwia  His love of scicnce makes him one of the most remarkable persons
of his nation. Hea buit fins obscrvatories for astroaomical studies, namely at Dehli,
Bcn“ns Maihra, Ujain and Jaipuer, and published a work oa astronomy called Zij
ﬂ[u/za,nm(izl Shahi. e also erected a karavonsarai and market in every province of
Hindustan for the convenicnce of traveliors at his own expeans2. Afier his death, which
took place in September, A. D, 1743, 9th shabban, AL i1 bn, three of his wives, with

many concutines, burned themselves on s funeral pile, e was suceeeded by his son
Ishuri Singh, after whose death in A. 3. 1760 Madho Singh his son succeeded him. (Bzale,
Biographical Dictionary, 193).
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1. Sar kan par kan, sar kanad par kanad, In great agitation, in hot
haste (the verb being used adverbially) (Steingass).
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1. Zalfigar Khan, Amic-ol-Umr [Umara] "\"“ g ‘)'Y‘)"“ O )\“"J-,
styled Masrat [Nusri] Jang, whose former title was Y-ikad [Etegad] Khan, a nobleman
of the reign of Alar -t he was born in AL 1657, ALHL 1067, and held several appoint-
ments undor that ecapsror. On the accession of Bahadur Shah in the year A, D. 1707,
AL T thatids of Anfe-oi-Umra [Umara] was conferred on him with the government
is aid and intrigues that Jahandar Shah, after the death of his

ame alt his brothers and ascended the throne of Denli, when
i w,uil'; but after the defeat of that emperor in the battle against

adur ,,'*\ ', OV

13 taken up and sirangied, by order of the latter, as a punishment for

! s ticad, with that of the late emperor Jahandar Shah, who had also been
nut to denth ia prison, was carried on peles, and  their bodies, hanging [e2t upwards
2Cv 0S5 an filcp‘ ant, were exposed in the new emperor’s train when he made his triumphant
o the v ‘, This event took place in January, A. D. 1713, Zil-hijja,
AT 1124, The sged minister, Asad K han, Zulfiqar Khan’s father, was compelled to

i, nccompunied by the ladies of his family as spectators of their own

ont
ey

attend the nraooes
diszrace.  Asod Khan, who, in hopes of muking peace with the new emperor, had

p’lr~,L‘.‘1d;d his son o visit him, and had thus put him in his power, with tears in his eyes

rote the following chionozram on his death :

Qb )5 b ‘-}.:Mw! Jj:..‘; r,:b,]g’
. (Abraham sacrificed Ishmael).
she-un-Nisa Bogum, the daughter of Yemin-uddaula Asaf Khan, was his mothier,

and Shaista Kiwan, the son of Asal Khan, was his father-in-law (Beales” Bingraphical Dic-
v, 4300
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vi

The manuscript throws light on the sccial habits, means of travelling
and entertainments in vogue in those days. It appears that ladies of the
haram also travelled with the camp and during summer months,their means
of transport, viz., Paik s (palangueens) were covercd with k.ass (the root
of a sweet-scented grass) (/. 10 b). and olis (litters) were gorgeously
decorated ( f. 11}. Even when the Royal Camip was on the move swimming
galas were arrangad by riverside and at places where such facilities were

o

available (f. 22).

The author compiains of the lack of discipline at the Court and
describes how abuses were heaped unon the Prime Minister, vhanklhanan
¥ e ’
Bahador Zafar Jang, by the unwilling people, who resented en moving
with the Court under unfavourable conditions (f. 13 ).

It seems the route lay on a barren tract and the author graphically
describes the hardships suffered by the Camp due to scarcity of water
(f. 10). Similarly when it rained it poured and the author exuberantly
describes this scene (f. 27 b.).

Chittoy Fort is described in details (f. 14 b) and for various import-
ant towns the author has used honorific or state titles, which were app-
parently current in his time. The following is a short list :

4T Olemals 239011
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Masti Gate (s 3> #ws) and =L:h Randan Bridge (50 b3 Jy)

of Lahore are mentioned (f. 40) in the manuscript, although I have not been
able to trace the location of the latter.

Last, though not least, are the honorific titles of the Emperor Shih
¢Alam, which make the following interesting reading in the manuscript

(f.8 b).



v

months they are helped by Mirza Mohammad Asad and Mirza Mohammad
Mas‘td, who treated them nicely and sent them to Mokhlis ¥han, for an
award of a mansab (f. 25 a). Mokhlis Khan gave them each a mansab
of Do Sadi (200), and the award was finally confirmed by the seal ! of
Zolfigar ixhan, the Baw:sh -ol-Momilik. This happened in Borh npur,
and when the Royal Camp left Borhdnpur on the 5th Rabi ‘II, 1120 (June
24, 1708), the author sat down to record his impressions of the journey
from Lahore to Borhinpur on the 3rd Jumada I, 1120 A.H. (July 21, 1708).
As explained before this 250 years carlier account of a journey contains
references to the social and political conditions of the times and describes
vividly some aspects of life at the Couit, the details of which are probably
not preserved anywhere else. Some of these features are described here.
When Bahador S1Lah was on his way to Ajmer (1708), he received a
report from the Deccan saying that his brother, Prince Kam Bakhsh, had
issued coinag: and caused the klosba to be read in his own name. This
was, of course a declaration of independence, and inspite of Bahador Shah’s
‘love of peace, this was apparently a claim that he felt bound to resist.

From this time he resclved to march into the Deccan to suppress Kam
Bakhsh as soon as he could find time to do so. But before doing so he
wrote a conciliatory letter to Kam Bakhsh in May, 1708, saying that after
he (Bahidor Shiah) had reached Lahore he had received reliable news of
their father’s death. Although he desired to write then a conciliatory
letter, the stoppage of the roads had prevented him. Recounting the efforts
made by Bahidor Shah to restore order and peace in the country he advised
Kam Bakhsh not to trust in the idle advice of short-sighted persons, and
that, contenting himself with what their honoured father (‘Alamgir) had
allotted to him, he would refrain from crossing the river Bhimra. The
author of Nairang-e-Zamana, has reproduced in full the letter of Kam
Baiish, sent in reply to the abovementioned etter, in which the Prince,
after reciting the chief points of Bahdador &! ah’s letter, and returning the
usual formalities of thanks, Las evasively recounted the course of action
adopted by him without either explaining or justifying it. Instead he
challenges the authority of the Emperor on the dominion possessed by him
and given to him by his father, Aurangzib. This is probably the only
manuscript, which records the full contents of this historical document

( ff. 17-18 b).

1. Zolfiqar Khan remaincd at Court with charge cf Vakil’s seal to the end of
Bahador Shal’s reign.  This scal was impresced after that of the Wazir upon all written
orders and warrants of appointment in the military and civil departments (Xhafi Khan,
i, 601).
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The fourth one, who was probably the author himself, inspite of his
illness and physical weakness, decided to accompany them :
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As the author became seriously ill after making all arrangements
for the journey, his friends left him behind and left for Akbarabad,
where the Poyal Camp was stationed, on 26th Rajab, 1119 A. H. (Octo-
ber 20, 1707 A. B.) (f. 34). The author, after complele recovery from his
illness, followed his companicns on Friday the 20th Ramazan (Decem-
ber, 15), and joined them at Shhajahanabad afler a few days. They stayed
in Dehli tili the 16th Zulga‘da (February 8, 1708) (o sccure chits of re-
commendation. The author was provided with such letters by Kifayat-
ollah I“hin and others obtained recommendatory letters from Mirza Mo-
hammad Sana (f. 4).

They arrived in Ajmer on the 30th Zulga‘da (February 22, 1708), and
waited here for the arrival of Khwdja Faizollah, whom they met on the
3rd Zulhijja (February 25, 1708) (f. 4 b).

In the meantime the Royal Camp moved from Akbar.b-d towards
Ajmer. Consequently, next day the four friends along with Khwija
Faizollah, moved from Ajmer to meat the Royal Camp and met it at 12
kos 1 from Jodhpur on the 6th Zulnijja (February 28, 1708), where the
Camp was stationed.

The author and his friends keep on moving with the Royal Camp
in the hope of getting a mansab. They are armed with letters of recom-
mendation, but it seems to get a /mansab, they must also bribe the officials.
Consequently the author bitterly complains of these wretched conditions
prevailing at the Court ( ff 24 a and 25 a). After knocking about for five

1. 60 miles (q hvn e’s Lalcr Mughals, i, 20)
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The sccond one, after investing all the savings of his ancestors, purchased
the beautiful chint of Multan, some Jasper for decorating arms, and other
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The third one pawncd all his domestic silver and ladies’ ornaments to

collect money :
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4-Din, ¢t whese instance ke wrote this booklet {f. 1 b and 25 a). He
we gt (25 ),

wisich shows he Lad a great regasd for him.  He also saeniicns the names

refers to him as ol @l (f 1 D) and

of his two other brothers, Mohammad iiifzollah and Miohammad ‘Ata-
ciiah, who were probably younger than himseif (/. 28 &),  Waile Le was
on bis way fo the Court, he received the news that a zon was born to him
on the 5th Lulhijja, 1119 AL H. (February 27, 1708 A. D.). iic greatly
rejoices on receiving this news and rames his son Mobhammnd Am o n (L6
Be had a number of children whom he remeinbers very affectionately

during hic stay at Borhanpur (f. 29 a.).

He is, cbvicusly, not a man of great means, but, somehow or other,
he had access (o certain dignitaries well-connected with the Court, and he
proceeds on his journey with a very clear and determined mind o vse the
influence of these dignitaries in finding an employment.

The author is also a poct and frequently quotes his Persian verses
in the text.

Contents

The manuscript contains an account of a journey, in narrative form,
frecm Lahore to Borhanpur, extending over a peiod of o litile cver six
months (20th Ramazan, 1119 A.H./ December 15, 1767 A. D. to 5th
Rabt‘ 11, 1120 A. H./June 25, 1708 A. D.), and giving a cioss-seciion of the
political, social and geozraphical conditions prevailing in iudo-Pakistan
sub-continent in the early eighteenth century of the Christian cra.
Nearly a moenth after the completion of hLis journey the author has
recorded his impressions on the 3rd Jumida I, 1120 A. T4, {(July 21, 1708
A.D.).

the author

The story opens with an account of the four friends
does not name the other threc besides himself—-——with various avoca-
tions, ambitions and means, who plan to join the Court for seeking an
employment. A job at the Court seeins to be a great attraction and that
is why each one of them makes an unusual preparaticn, involviug a lot
of sacrifice. The first one threw away all his ancestcral property at a
cliean price with an idea that once he got the job ke would be able to build
palaces with his earnings :



INTRODUCTION
The manuscript

This is the reproducticn of a unique manuscript, viz., the Nairang-
e-Zaimana, written, in all probability, by thie author himsei{. It is pre-
served in the Library of the Panjabi Adabi Academy and seecms {o be the
only extant copy, which probably once belonged to the author. It is
written in a beautiful Stikasteh andis an excellent specimen of calligraphy.
There are very few omissions and a few corrections have been made on
the margin in the hand of thc writer of the main text. The manuscript
bears a dated (1270/1853) seal of +sliolim Mohammad with the following

P (f 29 b):

i ‘D-\n?:a r.);\.(:’ &\.r ‘J‘L).:;- flasea)

The author

The author, ‘Abdor Rasal, does not seem to be a very well-known
man and is not noticed in any contemporary chronicle. Hence all the
information that could be gleaned {rom this manuscript is placed at the
disposal of the reader. e probably belonged to Lahore, as he planned
to leave this town along with Lis three other friends in 1/0/ A. D. to seek
an employment at the court of the Emperor Mohammad Mo‘azzam Baha-
dor 5 1dh (f. 3 a) He had a brother Wlth the name of Monammad Mo‘in=~

":::l coreeiions on the

iom Mohammad
y edited by Dr.
w1 d, Koarachi,
ay, Hth of
t Hydera-
¢ ww Talpur
1o m Muhummad

Shaban 1204 A.
bad district. Hi
Court attachin
died aged 75, cn 9 Jurmudu 1,

*“MNMawab Ghulam Muhammad Khan used thie foliowing thiree setfci in his ssals :
r! KaZs r)"\f‘- Ar Le g_'/s,:,«,a..; ugj;» -i.g; A
‘a‘ SN r:’\f— 6\5‘ ‘J'J' ‘J\; Sy .Y
((r‘ S P r)\f— Af Iy O J__) (u.)lai) K2
(Baloch, N. B., Diwan-e-Gludan, pp. 4 & 0).

*These conversicns have buen done Ly e, and according to these dates the poet
lived for nearly 73 solur and 75 luiar years (M. B.).





