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Abstract

This thesis consists of an introduction and five chapters. The
introduction speaks about the caliphs Of the First Abbaside period
Chapter One: is devoted to the Sunnis in the First Abbasid period
being divided into four sections:The attitude of the Abbaside state
towards Imam Abu-Hanifa, Imam Malik, Imam Elshafiee and
toward Imam Ahmed Ibn Hanble.

Chapter Two: is about the Shiites in the first Abbaside
period, where it is divided into four sections:

Relation between Shiites and the caliphs in such period, Shiites in
Higaz region, Shiites in Iraq and Shiites in Khurasan, Yemen and
Far Maghrib.

Chapter Three: 1s about the Zendiks (= atheists) and
shu‘ubyyin (adherents of the shu‘ubyyan which is a movement
within the early Islamic commonwealth of nations which refused
to recognize the privileged position of Arabs) is divided into two
sections: How could the Abbaside caliphs resist atheism and
Shu‘ubiyyin, and the influence of the same on the political
religious life at such time?.

Chapter Four: is devoted to Al-Mu‘tazila (= theological
school which introduced speculative dogmatism into Islam) it is
made in two sections: Al-Mu‘tazila before the epoch of Al-
Ma’moun and Al-Mu‘tazila at the epoch of Al-Ma’moun who
adopted their thought and made it the official constitution of the
state declaring the creed of Quran creation.

Chapter Five: is about the Zimmis (= the free non-Muslims
subjects living in Muslim Countries who, in return for paying the
capital tax, enjoyed protection and safety) at the first Abbaside
period, it is divided into three sections: situation of the Zimmis at
such period, relation between first Abbasides and Christian
institutions and their role in the religious debate, and the economic
and political affairs.



The study, finally, concludes that Abbaside caliphate was
political other than religious and that it resisted such
denominations and sects just to protect its political status where it

sometimes adopted the Mu‘tazila ideology and sometimes the
Sunni.
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